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2 THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 


Prof. Arthur S. Hoyt, D. D., 
of Auburn Theological Semi- 
nary, N. Y., writes as follows 
of Edgar DeWitt Jones in a 
recent “Homiletic Review” arti- 
cleon‘‘ ThreeAmericanPreach- 
ers,’’ Dr. J. H. Jowett, Dr. 
Frederick F. Shannon and Dr. 
Edgar DeWitt Jones: 


“Dr. Jones feels our mysterious 
and complex life, and holds that 
Christ is fitted to every side of 
our nature, and must rule in every 
province and institution of hu- 
man life. He is a man of imagi- 
nation and feeling. His sermons 
are full of life, and they are a 
word to real life."’ 
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Professor Hoyt says of Dr. Jones’ 
recent book— 


“The Wisdom of God's Fools” 


“The Wisdom of God's Fools” is a 
book of vital and practical interpre- 
tations of Christian truth adapted to 
the popular mind. Here we have the 
word to the personal life through its 
social relationships. There is no 
blurring of the personal nature of sin 
and responsibility, no hiding behind 
society, no impossible dream of a 
redeemed society without the change 
in individual life; but also the clear 
recognition that the individual cannot 
be understood or fulfill his life apart 
from his social environment. The 
individual and the social are kept 
together, as they are in fact and in 
the gospel of Christ.” 
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Every preacher should possess a copy of this unusual book, price $1.00 net 
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Subscription Price—Twe dollars « 
year to all subscribera, payable 
strictly in advance. 


Discontimuances—In order that sub- 
ecribers may not be annoyed by 
failure to receive the paper, it is 
not discontinued at expiration of 
time paid in advance (unless so 
ordered), but continued pending in- 
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Expirations—The date on the wrap- 
per shows the month and year to 
which subscription is paid. List is 
revised monthly. of date 
on wrapper is a receipt for remit- 
tance on subscription account. 


Remittances—Should be sent by 
draft or money order, payable to 
The Disciples Publication Society. 
If local check is sent, add ten 
cents for exchange charged us by 
Chicago banks. 


Entered as Second-Class Matter 
Feb. 28, 1902, at the Postoffice, Chi- 
cago, Illinois, under Act of March 
8, 1879. 
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700 EAST 40th STREET, CHICAGO 





The Disciples Publica- 
tion Society is an or- 
ganization through 
which churches of the 


— 

Publication 

Society Disciples of Christ 
seek to promote un- 


denominational and constructive 

Christianity. 

_The relationship it sustains to Dis- 
pense men yen is intimate and 
organic, though not official. The So- 
ciety is not a private institution. It 
has no capital stock. No individuals 
profit by its earnings. 

_The charter under which the So- 
ciety exists determines that whatever 
profits are earned shall be applied to 
agencies which foster the cause of 
religious education, although it is 
clearly conceived that its main task 
is not to make profits but to produce 
literature for building up character 
and for advancing the cause of re- 
ligion. *¢ 

The Disciples Publication Society 


regards itself as a thoroughly unde- 
nominational institution. It is organ- 
ized and constituted by individuals 
and churches who interpret the Dis- 
ciples’ religious reformation as ideally 
an umnsectarian and unecclesiastical 
fraternity, whose common tie and 
original impulse are fundamentally the 
desire to practice Christian unity with 
all Christians. 

The Society therefore claims fel- 
lowship with all who belong to the 
living Church of Christ, and desires to 
cooperate with the Christian people 
of all communions, as well as with the 
congregations of Disciples, and to 
serve all. * * « 

The Christian Century desires noth- 
ing so much as to be the worthy or- 


gan of the Disciples’ movement. It 
has no ambition at all to be regarded 
as an organ of the Disciples’ denom- 
ination. It is a free interpreter of the 
wider fellowship in religious faith and 
service which it believes every church 
of Disciples should embody. It 
strives to interpret all communions, as 
well as the Disciples, in such terms 
and with such sympathetic insight as 
may reveal to all their essential unity 
in spite of denominational isolation. 
The Christian Century, though pub- 
lished by the Disciples, is not pub- 
lished for the Disciples alone. It is 
published for the Christian world. It 
desires definitely to occupy a catholic 
point of view and it seeks readers in 
all communions. 
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A Great Book for the New Day 





In this day of tremendous issues in national and international life, of the 
remaking of the entire civilized world, there is need for a reconsideration 
of the great messages of the prophets of Israel, those spokesmen of God to 


nations and men. 


anew for the modern world in his 


“Moral Leaders of Israel” 
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Dr. Willett makes these wise seers live and speak 


Here are some of the qualities of Dr. Willett’s book as seen by well-known publications: 


“Ripe scholarship”, ‘“‘Popular interpretation” (The Advance, Chicago). 
sive”, “Popular” (The Continent, Chicago). 
“Definite” (Christian Work, New York). 
some and sincere” (Heidelberg Teacher, Philadelphia). 
(The Living Church, Milwaukee). 
The book is in two volumes. 


Boston). 


Volume I is out at $1.00, postpaid. 


“‘Comprehen- 


“Vital’’,“ Lucid” (Christian Endeavor World, 
“Brilliant”, “Clear and sane”, “‘Win- 
“Vivid”, “Simple and clear”, 
“Clear and interesting” (Christian Advocate). 


Order your copy today. 
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THE PSYCHOLOGY 
OF RELIGION 


By GEORGE ALBERT COE 


Professor of Religious Education, Union Theological Seminary, Author of 
“The Religion of a Mature Mind,’’ The Spiritual Life,’’ etc. 





For the Minister's Library 
For the Theological Seminary Student 
For College and Seminary Classes 
For the Psychologist and Educator 
For Young People’s and Adult Bible Classes 











Of nineteen chapters, the first four are devoted to aspects of 
psychological study and investigation. The remaining fifteen 
present the author's keen analysis of religion in its individual 
and social processes. The most authoritative and interesting 
book in this fascinating field of study that has yet appeared. 


$1.50, postage extra (weight | lb. 10 oz.) 
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EACH HEART HAS ITS OWN LOAD. 
It is well for the minister when he faces his morning 
ongregation that he cannot know all that is in the souls 

of the people before him. He could have no courage for 
his preaching. Even the most sheltered lives reveal on 
inspection such sorrow and disillusionment that we face 
continual surprises. 

There is the burden of worry. Worry is a form of 
unfaith. It is the fear that denies God. We all have so 
much trouble that never happens. When scarlet fever is 
abroad we suffer all winter though our child is not touched 
by it. When a great railroad strike is imminent we worry 
over empty food bins, though at last we suffer nothing at 
all. The number of people who take medicine they do not 
need because of worry is known only to doctors and drug- 
In the field of personal relations we find it ‘even 

re true that worry kills. There is the wife who spends 
1 life-time doubting a husband who is ever true. There 
is the haunting sense of impending disaster with which the 
neurasthenic tries his or her soul. 

The burden of hate is a peculiarly heavy one. Fortu- 

ite is the person who does not carry it. It, too, is a form 
of unfaith in God. To hate is to pronounce some one alto- 
gether unlovely. Yet God has not left himself without wit- 
ness in any human heart. The law courts know those cases 
which drag through the weary processes year after year 
hate. The spite fence between two city 
houses is a peculiarly shocking announcement of hate 
between two neighbors. There is no hate like that between 
two souls which are under peculiar obligations to love one 
another. When the milk of human kindness is attacked 
by the germ of hate, the result is horrible to contemplate. 

Do we not all carry the burden of sin? Sin is also 

act of unfaith. We know the law of God, but for our 
own peculiar circumstances and needs we assert that just 
something else is better than God’s law. What a bur- 
len sin imposes upon life the story of every penitent 
Others keep hidden away in their hearts the 
wful story. A guilty conscience is one of the most terri- 
ble things known to man. The Greek story of the Furies 
who avenged crime tells us what this ancient people 
thought of the burden of sin. Shakespeare told us in 
“Macbeth” what he thought of the power of an avenging 
onscience. The soul which is weighted down with sin 
is like Bunyan’s “Pilgrim,” who with his pack upon his 
back wallowed around in the Slough of Despond. 


gists 


reason of 


reveals. 


x * 


Chat it should be within the power of religious faith 
to lift these hideous burdens from the human heart seems 
at first unbelievable. This miracle in the moral realm 
causes many to halt at the door of the sanctuary. Yet 
a great literature of redemption has been built up, telling 
us of souls who have found freedom and joy and peace 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Faith and Life’s Burdens 


HERBERT L. WILLETT, CONTRIBUTING EDITOR. 








How does faith in Christ lift our burdens? The bur- 
den of worry disappears when we trust God as he did. 
Though he was surrounded with enemies who plotted for 
his life, though he was forsaken by his friends, he trusted 
on. He might prudently withdraw from the confines of 
his own country for his own safety (for his hour was 
not yet come), but this was no panic of fear. The very 
hour of retirement was spent in constructive labor. Thus 
walking with Christ, may we learn to turn defeat into 


victory. We cannot believe that those who trust God will 
come to an evil end. 
=x * 
The burden of hate is lifted by Jesus Christ. He 
knew how to hate evil, but not how to hate men. He 


might denounce vigorously those false spiritual leaders 
who betrayed their trust, but he did it without hate. He 
saw the image of God imprinted on every human heart. 
He found the godlike in the heart of Zaccheus the publi- 
can. He found it in a woman of the street who washed 
his feet with her tears of penitence and wiped them with 
the hair of her head. It is even so that we lose the bur- 
den of hate, through coming to see the godlike in human 
hearts. We can see what our eyes are trained to see. 
The botanist finds strange plants everywhere. The engi- 
neer recognizes unutilized sources of power. The Chris- 
tian finds the divine in human life. 

The burden of sin and guilt also is removed by Jesus 
Christ. He teaches us to lift our bowed heads in the pres- 
ence of God and to bring our petitions to our Father. 
Sins which have been the most abhorred by the race were 
not yet regarded by him as sins unto death. His was not 
the tolerance of the worldling who blots out all moral 
distinctions. He offered reconciliation of the heart with 
God. 

How rich is life when these three awful burdens are 
taken away! The man who does not carry these burdens 
has the joy of Christ in his soul. Christianity is the great 
singing religion. Our music is the song of the redeemed. 
Ours are not the shortlived joys of the debauchee; they 
are the deep satisfactions of the man who is truly in tune 
with the Infinite. 

x * 


There is a great freedom to the soul which is relieved 
of the triple burden of worry and hate and sin. He once 
thought that his life apart from God was freedom. Now 
he knows it was bondage. This new experience of faith 
is the only real freedom. 

The result of the burden-loosing faith is peace. There 
is a deeper peace than the peace of society. There is the 
peace of the man whose soul knows no longer conflicting 
desires and interests. Life has found one goal and one 
great interpretative principle. The passion-swept souls of 
others know nothing of the strength and satisfaction of 
this soul which no longer fights against God. 




















EDITORIAL 


THE CHURCH IN A COUNTRY AT WAR 


N these days of war and rumors of war, no man can 
tell at night what he will read in his newspaper the 
next morning. There appears to be every prospect 

that the United States will be engaged in war with 
Germany, perhaps before these words shall be read 
in print. 

In case we are about to enter war, which we pray 
may not be the case, it will be well for the church to 
ponder well her duty to the nation in time of war. The 
religious expressions of leading men in Germany have 
served as the butt of ridicule on the part of newspaper 
men in this country. Shall we also phrase our religious 
attitudes in an unconvincing way? 

We may hope that God approves the course that 
our nation is pursuing. Yet we ought not to claim 
some particular favoritism on the part ef God for this 
land or for any cause. Our concern these days will 
not be to win God to our side but to make sure that 
we are on God’s side. 

We will need to guard the nation against intense 
racial hatreds at this crucial time. Even if we be found 
fighting Germany, we shall not forget our old-time 
admiration for her men who have achieved in science 
and philosophy and religion. 

We must also oppose a false and jingo patriotism 
which puts at the mast-head of a great newspaper 
Decatur’s famous saying, “Our Country! In her inter- 
course with foreign nations, may she always be in the 
right ; but our country, right or wrong.” It is just such 
blind and unreasoning patriotism which is today the 
curse of the world and the occasion of a world struggle. 

We must be ready to protest any increase in the 
horrors of war. Our duty will lie in the direction of 
furthering every merciful and kindly ministry that 
men may need in these trying times. There will be 
great military camps, where men will wait our spiritual 
ministry. If we are finally engaged in war, the church 
will have new opportunities of glorifying the Christian 
profession. 


THE MODERN APOLOGETIC FOR MISSIONS 


N a hundred years the cause of missions has come 

to be presented in a new way.. Once the Calvin- 

istic approach to the subject was the common one. 
The objections once interposed were Calvinistic ob- 
jections. If God wanted to save the heathen, He 
would do so. Later, it was the usual thing to speak 
of the number of souls of unregenerate heathen falling 
into hell every minute. 

Then came the age of social methods in missions. 
We sent out not only ordained ministers, but also 
doctors and teachers and industrial workers. These 
began the big task of building a Christian civiliza- 
tion in a land which knew it not. With the new 
method came a new apologetic. We now hear appeals 
for people who die without a doctor and for those 
who are living without the tools of modern life. 

This appeal has been more effective than the for- 
mer one. Some people who could never understand 
the subtleties of theology do know what human 
service means. The work of missions has gradually 
come into its own in the world’s life through its tre- 
mendous humanitarian appeal. 

The missionary speaker does not need any longer 





to assume that everything found in a non-Christian 
land is false or bad. Many things that Confucius said 
are true and some are Christian in quality. The Vedic 
hymns have many noble sentiments. Mohammedan- 
ism agrees with Christianity in a number of matters of 
deep importance. We may assert that the best things 
of all religions are to be found in Christianity. With 
its wonderful history, it has gathered truth in many 
lands and from many peoples. 

We defend Christianity as the universal religion. 
Its universality is to be realized through missionary 
endeavor by reason of what it does everywhere in 
cultivating a soil in which civilization can grow, and 
in gathering together in its comprehensive grasp the 
religious truth of the ages. 


THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


SIGNIFICANT type of Christian activity is that 

which is carried on by the Pocket Testament League. 

The movement originated in this country in the mind 
of the Evangelist, Rev. J. Wilbur Chapman. It has spread 
around the world. 

A business man related a characteristic incident the 
other day. A friend of his had noticed a gilt-edged book 
in his vest pocket. “What is that book you carry around ?” 
he queried. “That is my New Testament,” was the reply, 
and the little book was pulled out for inspection. “I guess 
I will keep the story I was about to tell you, for you are 
evidently not the kind of man to enjoy it,” smilingly said 
the friend. The little book had conferred a certain dignity 
on the man who carried it. 

The New Testament has been published in khaki 
covers for the soldiers and circulated by the thousand. The 
presses have been turning them out with the utmost speed. 
The soldiers of Europe will soon have these books in the 
trenches. There are some interesting stories told which 
indicate their usefulness there. 

The great old book is useful for the spare moments 
which every person has in his life. If these moments were 
utilized, a man might come to have a pretty thorough 
knowledge of the literature of the New Testament. 

Our Savior is our example in the use of the Bible. His 
speech was saturated with biblical expressions. Perhaps He 
was often unconscious that He had fallen into a biblical 
phraseology. The great temptations which came to Him 
were met with ready quotation from the word of God. It 
is in such a way as this that a man should know his scrip- 
ture. The Pocket Testament League with its members 
running up into the millions in various sections of the 
world is being used of God to lead men into more devout 
lives. 


ARE THE DISCIPLES REALLY GROWING? 


HE old time boast of the Disciples that they were 

the most rapidly growing religious body of Amer- 

ica is not heard so frequently today. Each year 
we have more accurate figures. We are probably 
nearer the facts than ever before. 

This year the figures show a loss again instead of 
a gain. We are accustomed to explain our loss by the 
separate listing of the “anti” brethren who refuse co- 
operation with missionary societies. Or we explain 
apparent losses by wiping off the books many fictitious 
churches, which have long since perished. 
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These explanations are valid as far as they go, 
but they do not tell the whole story. The decline 
of the rural church in many states affects our statis- 
tics but not differently than the statistics of some 
other denominations which also operate in rural dis- 
tricts. 

Are we really keeping up our old time growth? 
Or have we suffered a temporary check which makes 
it incumbent on us to stop and examine the methods 
by which we work? 

Rapid as has been our educational progress, we 
are still behind some great and successful denomina- 
tions in our educational standards for the ministry. 
\We have never even formulated a standard which we 
would recommend to the churches as a sine qua non 
for the employment of a minister who is taking a 
charge for the first time. Would this not be a good 
thing for our educational board to do, even if for 
awhile the churches should not always live up to the 
standard? 

We have turned aside from our old evangelistic 
methods. Some of the evangelists who used to tele- 
graph accessions by the hundreds are writing letters 
begging for jobs or have gone into union evangelism. 
rhis decline of interest in one type of recruiting has 
not been followed by a definite program in behalf of 
another type. 

Former methods of religious work are rapidly be- 
coming obsolete. There is real need of a commission 
which would give serious attention to the program of 
the local church in typical situations. 


HOW THE LIQUOR MEN LOST IN INDIANA. 


HE liquor leaders of the state of Indiana formed 

a league a few years ago with some of the leading 

democratic politicians. William Jennings Bryan 
tells the story and he is supposed to have the facts. 
One of the big politicians of the state was financially 
interested in the most celebrated gambling resort in 
the United States, our own Monte Carlo. He has never 
iad any serious embarrassment in carrying on his 
immensely profitable business enterprise. 

The state of Indiana adopted a county option law 
by which a section of the state of considerable size 
might be made dry. This county option law became 
the object of attack on the part of the democratic 
leaders. They were able to supersede it with a law 
much more favorable to the wet interests. 

Last autumn a ridiculous campaign was waged in 
the state. The candidate for governor got himself 
written up as helping drive a load of hogs to town. 
Every effort was made to ingratiate the candidate in 
the favor of the state. Yet in a year when the state 
should have gone democratic by a big majority, it 
actually was carried by the republicans. Bryan says 
the wets gave the state over to the republican party 
through their coalition with the democrats. We would 
judge that he knows. 

It is tragic to see how the tide has turned against 
the undemocratic democrats of Indiana. Not perceiv- 
ing that most prohibition states are also democratic 
states, the party in Indiana has not only been defeated, 
but it now suffers the humiliation of seeing a state- 
wide prohibition bill carry the state. Unwilling to 
allow the state to have the county option bill that it 
wanted, it must now see the state entirely dry. 
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Whether the lesson of all this will be lost on Illinois 
republicans remains yet to be seen. 

Once it was suicidal in politics to be “dry.” It 
will not be long until practical politicians will observe 
that the opposite is true. The community sounds with 
increasing vigor the cry “The saloon must be de- 
stroyed.” 


PROHIBITION POSSIBLE FOR ILLINOIS 


HE forces of righteousness need to take notice of 

a movement in the Illinois legislature, the most impor- 

tant in many a year. There is pending a bill which 
would make Illinois dry in 1919. The bill has a refer- 
endum condition attached to it by which the people 
would vote at the 1918 election whether they approve 
the bill or not. 

Each day brings exciting news of the progress of 
the bill. The wets brought in nullifying amendments 
which were defeated in the senate by a vote of 33 to 13. 
The bill was to be made a special order in the senate 
on February 13th. 

There is opportunity yet for the Christian voters 
of the state to make their influence felt. Each citizen 
should find out who his senator and representatives 
are, if he does not already know, and send letters and 
telegrams asking these men to vote for House Bill 
No. 73. 

The church does not take partisan politics into 
its pulpit but if it fails to take there a clean issue of 
righteousness, then the church is no longer concerned 
in making this a Christian world. The saloon forces 
in Illinois have been flagrantly lawless. They have 
used every tricky subterfuge to evade reasonable reg- 
ulation. The saloons have been the recruiting grounds 
of crime and indecency. Certainly we have here an 
issue on which good men everywhere ought to be able 
to unite with the greatest enthusiasm and unanimity. 

There is not a single valid objection to be made 
to the bill. Providing as it does for a referendum, 
there will be no effort to allow a minority to put some- 
thing over a majority. Why should liquor men fear 
the test that is involved in this referendum if they 
believe that the state of Illinois wants saloons? 

The campaign for a dry state is in the hands of 
the Anti-Saloon League, which means that it is in 
competent hands. If we all do our part, Illinois may 
join the honor roll of dry states sooner than some of 
us had been able to hope. 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION A GROWING 
INTEREST 


N Malden, Mass., is a very advanced type of com- 
munity organization in the work of religious edu- 
cation. There is a board of religious education 

chosen from the various churches of the city. This 
board has entire charge of devising plans and methods 
for the religious care of the young. 

At the present time there is held a mid-week even- 
ing school which is preparing prospective teachers, un- 
der the directorship of Professor Walter S. Athearn, 
who is well known to Disciples. Professor Athearn is 
now a teacher in Boston University ; when he accepted 
this work he stipulated that he should have a commun- 
ity in which to work and which would serve him as a 
laboratory. 

The board of religious education of Malden em- 
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ploys a local expert in the person of Miss Grace Jones, 
ho gives her services freely in bringing schools up to 

standard condition. She also has an assistant. 

the plan of the of education to have 

week-day religious instruction in the not distant future. 
lhe board holds a firm conviction that the work of re- 

ligious education can never be done adequately in the 


It is board 


time which the Sunday school of today has at its dis- 
posal 
Methods of religious work are changing in many 
respects, but in nothing do we face greater changes 
than in our methods of instructing the young in re 
ligion 
lhe juvenile courts reveal how inadequate is the 
thical influence the home and the public school at 
e present time. There should be in every community 
a group of people specializing in child welfare on the 
ligious side, and to these must be given the tools with 
vhich to work out an organization that will provide 
etter religious instruction for the future 
READING THE HYMN-BOOK 
notice how the man spends his time 
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of Love,” he turns wearily over to another page. He is 
tired with the struggle against an evil world situation 
and he finds another song, “Glory for Me.” Its egotism, 
its lack of contact with life make him turn a whole hand- 
ful of pages. So he goes through that hymn-book, and 
if in the ten minutes that he has to wait before the service 
begins, he finds no gripping sentiment in the book, he 
forms a low idea of the cultural and religious level of the 
church 

Reading a hymn-book may seem rather an uninter- 
esting exercise. The only reason it is so, is that the hymn- 
books is of the wrong kind. If there is contained within 
its covers the noblest religious poetry of the race, set to 
the greatest music, the hymn-book is only less interesting 
and helpful than the Bible. Who could be bored in open- 
ing a hymn-book to read these words of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes : 
Lord of all being, throned afar, 
Thy glory flames from sun and star; 
Center and soul of every sphere, 
Yet to each loving heart how near! 


People sometimes say they do not think of the words 
when they sing. hey anzsthetize themselves to get 
through the cheap maudlin sentiments which their leaders 
call upon them to use in the praise of God. There is a 
good time coming when we shall read our hymn-books 
again as did our forefathers. 


Catholic-Mindedness—An Illustration 


SAS CITY Disciples have recently been giving 
fare ll receptions to Rev. W. I*. Richardson, whe, 
ort ntv-two vears, ha been pastor « f the histori 

st Church in their cits \lr. Richardson has made 
ding impressi« pon the church and civic life of his 
T and t ords of appreciation spoken by min 
denominations and by honorable laymen have 
ble in graciousness, sincerity and unanimity 
~ ! racteristics stand out im these interpreta 
f pt ’ le mk rvice, which it ll be 
reflect upon istrative of those qualities 
r wh r him to his peoy d give 
I n ) Y iractel 
\i1 Richare | ministry, so his brethren have been 
dmirable combination of devotion to 
n local church, on the one hand, and to the general 
re of all the churches, both of his community and th 
t | het od of Dis iples, on the other His has 
t e parish ministt With a faithfulness 
been the comment of all who knew him he has 
ept t iterests of his particular congregation constantly 
of his mind and has toiled unremittingly at 
eat ta pre ed by a down-town church from 
hose vi there | been for vears an unceasing flow 
removals 
it thout sl ening | ittention to the details of 
tir 1 problem, he has had room in his heart 
tl of civic progress and for the interests of all 
Ir. Richardson has been the true spiritual 
f i Disciples, succeeding in their affe 
m to the preeminence long held by the lat 
H o laid the foundation for the statesmanlik« 
ich have made Kansas City the leading cente> 
t untry for Disciples of Christ 
Hlis brethren have been recalling with loving appre 


ciation the multitudinous ways in which his unselfish devo- 
tion to all the churches was carried, even to the point of 
great personal and congregational sacrifice. It is this 
gracious habit of putting the whole cause of Christ ahead 
of his own and his congregation’s immediate advantage 
that now makes it the joy of all the churches of Kansas 
City to join together with enthusiasm in raising an endow- 
ment for First Church and aiding generously in the build- 
ing of a noble house of worship and work suitable to its 
location in the very heart of the city’s business life. 

There is a feature of Mr. Richardson’s ministry that 
has, perhaps, not received as explicit interpretation as 1t 
leserves, a feature to which the The Christian Century 
delights to call attention. We think of him as a rare illus- 
tration of catholic-mindedness, a man who typically rep- 
resents the quality of personal character which the Dis- 
‘iples’ ideals of fraternity and unity are intended to pro- 
duce 

With a singularly open mind Mr. Richardson has kept 
abreast of the growimg thought of the day. He insists 
upon classifying himself as neither “conservative” nor 
“liberal” in respect to his religious opinions. But with the 
rarest sympathy he has maintained the most intimate rela- 
tions of affection and co-operation with men who for lack 
of a better word are called “liberals.” 

Mr. Richardson has never allowed differences of theo- 
logical opinion or of expediencies in church procedure to 
make him assume an unbrotherly attitude toward any 


Christian minister. He has insisted always upon the right 


of difference in all matters that do not touch the essential 
and vital thing of loyalty to Jesus Christ. 

The effect of such catholic-mindedness is seen in the 
beautiful fellowship obtaining among all the churches and 
In Kansas City, as in Chicago, the Disciples’ 
churches of the denominational type and those which try 


ministers. 
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to practice an undenominational fraternity with all Christ's 
people are working in complete co-operation and harmony. 

More than once this catholicity of spirit in W. F. 
Richardson has saved the Kansas City brotherhood and 
probably the churches of the State of Missouri from seri- 
ous internal strain. His has ever been the irenic spirit of 
lhomas Campbell, which, again, is the essential spirit of 
Christ. 

Perhaps Mr. Richardson thinks of himself as occupy- 
ing a sort of “middle-of-the-road” position theologically. 


its present form are accustomed to refer to its two 

divisions as the Old Testament and the New Testa- 
ment respectively. This form of speech is based upon the 
frequent biblical references to God’s covenants with man, 
and is a familiar idea with the priestly writers of the 
Hebrew literature and some early Christian teachers, such 
as the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

A covenant sometimes has the character of a testa- 
ment or will. Perhaps it would have been easier for our 
generation to understand the names of these two portions 
of the Bible if they had been called the Old Covenant and 
the New Covenant. But the word testament was formerly 
in common use in that sense, and passed into current 
employment to designate the two collections. Of course 
the Jews, having little interest in the early Christian writ- 
ings, do not refer to the Hebrew books as the Old Testa- 
ment, but rather as the Scriptures. 

But all of these terms imply that someone at some 
time made selection of the documents that comprise these 
two venerable collections. The result of this process we 
call the Canon. The word means a measuring line, and 
was first used by writers of the fourth century A. D. to 
describe the recognized books of the two groups forming 
the Bible. There are no precedents for such a restricted 
body of sacred literature among any of the peoples with 
whom the Hebrews and early Christians came into rela- 
tion. Neither the Babylonians nor the Egyptians had any 
such body of religious books distinct from works of a 
more general order. The Greeks and Romans had works 
of religious poetry and ritual, but nothing in the nature 
of a canonical collection. Perhaps the nearest approach 
to the biblical grouping is to be found in the case of the 
Vedic hymns, which from a period as far back as the days 
of Moses, or even earlier, were recognized by the Aryan 
Hindus as a collection of songs of the faith. Hebrews 
in exile in Persia may also have come to some knowledge 
of the Avestan writings. But in all essential features, the 
formation of the canon of the earlier and the later biblical 
books is unique. 


C HRISTIANS and other people who use the Bible in 


ROMAN AND PROTESTANT VIEWS 


Who was responsible for the beginnings of this pro- 
cedure, and upon what principles was it conducted? The 
question is of interest, as it bears upon the sentiments of 





How the Books of the Old Testa- 
ment Were Assembled 


Sixth Article in the Series on the Bible 


BY HERBERT L. WILLETT 
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But if so, he does not belong with that dull company whose 
middle-of-the-road-ism makes them colorless, insipid and 
uninfluential in the presence of the great issues which the 
church is confronting. 

The catholicity of W. F. Richardson is positive, con- 
structive and fruit-bearing. 

Such men as he keep the highway of progress open, 
gladly working in it themselves and finding joyous fellow- 
ship in the company of all men whose faces are turned 
toward the light. 






the Hebrew people and the first Christian communities at 
various periods in reference to their increasing literature. 

Moreover, it is one of the questions upon which Prot- 
estanism has maintained outstanding opposition to the 
theories of the Church of Rome. The latter takes the 
ground that the canon of Scripture was determined by 
the church in the decisions reached in the various coun- 
cils, particularly the Council of Trent in 1546, confirm. 
ing the verdicts of previous assemblies. These decisions 
affirmed the canonicity of the sixty-six books of the Bible 
as we now have them, and placed the apocrypha of the 
Old Testament upon an almost equally valid basis of 
inspiration and authority. 

The question was one of the moot points in the 
memorable disputation held by Luther with the Roman 
Catholic scholar, Dr. Eck, at Leipsig in 1519. In the 
course of the discussion the professor from Ingoldstadt 
quoted a text from the Second Book of Maccabees in 
support of his position. Luther at once challenged this 
procedure, on the ground that the passage was not Scrip- 
ture. Eck maintained that the authority of the church 
supported its validity. Then it was that Luther uttered 
his notable declaration, “The church can give no more 
force or authority to a book than it (the book) has in 
itself. That cannot be made to be Scripture which in its 
own nature is not Scripture.” 


LATE BEGINNINGS OF A CANON 


On this ground Protestantism has taken its position. 
It maintains the claim that there must be in the biblical 
books a certain self-evidencing quality which makes its 
appeal to the discerning soul quite apart from any external 
authority such as the church can contribute by its sanc- 
tion. No doubt it is of value to know that the Roman 
Church has recognized the unique character of the docu- 
ments which compose the Bible. But it is equally impor- 
tant to understand that the verdict of the church itself 
rested upon the practically unanimous conviction of the 
entire Christian fellowship, expressed in many forms 
through the centuries. The Roman Church merely rati- 
fied a judgment already reached by the Church of Christ 
throughout all the world. 

It appears that any thought of a special collection of 
Hebrew books must have arisen quite late in the his- 
tory of the nation. At such a time the total body of 
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writings from which choice could be made must have 
been very considerable. This aggregate consisted of many 
different sorts of documents. There were state records, 
legal institutes, prophetic narratives like those of the 
Judean and Ephraimite sources, biographical sketches, col- 
lections of hymns and national poems, anthologies of epi- 
grams and other wisdom materials, fragments of prophetic 
preaching, and masses of more popular and perishable 
literature, such as an active and successful people pro- 
duce day by day. 

But the first trace of a deliberate effort to place a 
particular writing upon the level of approved sanctity and 
reverence is observed in connection with the discovery of 
a book of laws, in the process of renovating the temple, 
in the reign of Josiah, 621 B. C. The code thus brought 
to light was made the basis of a drastic national reforma- 
tion, and was adopted by the people in a sort of solemn 
league and covenant as the law of the land. Already the 
Book of the Covenant, embodying the older legislation of 
Israel, had been in circulation for generations as the 
authoritative constitution of the state. But from this time 
on the new code, which both embraced and superseded 
the familiar legal corpus, held the place of power. 

The law thus canonized by royal edict and popular 
approval is now recognized to have been our Deutero- 
nomic legislation. It came into Israel's life in a dramatic 
manner and at an opportune moment. It possessed the 
sanction of the venerated name of Moses; it claimed the 
authority of God; and furthermore, it manifested those 
inherent qualities of high moral tone, lofty religious pur- 
pose, and searching appeal which have made it a most 
valuable portion of the Hebrew Scriptures. 


THE CANON OF THE TORAH 


A second stage in the selection of a body of writings 
as the norm of the nation’s life is witnessed in the days of 
the two great reformers, Nehemiah and Ezra. The for- 
mer probably arrived in Jerusalem as the volunteer gov- 
ernor of the unhappy province in 445 B. C. The latter 
came at the head of a little company of priests and Levites 
a few years later, probably in 397 B.C. The item of chief 
interest in connection both with Ezra’s commission and 
his journey is that he brought from the richer and more 
highly organized centers of Jewish life in the east a copy 
of a document so important that it is frequently referred 
to as “the law of God.” 

This new code of law, revising and superseding the 
Deuteronomic legislation, appears to have grown out of 
the assiduous labors of priests and scribes in the Jewish 
schools of the east, whither the exile had driven their 
fathers. Since the days of Josiah the nation had fallen. 
Its hopes of restoration to political power, tried out in 
the melancholy efforts to revive Jerusalem, had all but 
failed. Its future success must lie in the effort to observe 
with rigorous minuteness the divine will as embodied in 
rules of conduct. Ezekiel had outlined such a state and 
the laws by which it ought to be controlled. A priest, the 
author of the central chapters of the Book of Leviticus, 
had produced the “Law of Holiness.” On the basis of 
these materials the Priest Code took shape. And soon 
after, the Books of Moses, as they were called, reached 
their present form, including the prophetic laws and narra- 
tives of the Judean and Ephraimite sources, the Deutero- 
nomic material, the “Holiness” institutes, and the Priest 
Code. This body of writings, fitted into the matrix of 
the priestly narratives, became the recognized “Book of 
the Law of Moses.” 
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In an assembly like the one in Josiah’s day, this vol- 
ume was read, adopted as “a sure covenant,” and sol- 
emnly sealed, with a curse upon the indifferent. In this 
impressive manner a part of the extant Hebrew literature 
become Holy Scripture. From that day forth this group 
of writings was the Torah, the Law of Moses, the will of 
God. Nothing ever compared with it in sanctity. Grad- 
ually it rose from one level of veneration to another 
through the years, till it was confidently affirmed, first 
that Moses wrote the whole of it, and then that it was 
penned in heaven, and delivered to the immortal law- 
giver through ranks of angels. It is possible to say with 
assurance, then, that this first section of the Old Testa- 
ment to be recognized as Scripture, became canonical soon 
after the year 400 B. C. 


THE CANON OF THE PROPHETS 


At that date the second group of our Old Testament 
books, the Prophets, had not attained the rank of canonic- 
ity. We know this by two tokens. The first is the fact 
that the Samaritans, who at some period subsequent to 
the reformation of Ezra separated themselves forever 
from all relationship with the Jewish community, adopted 
the Five Books of Moses, almost in the precise form in 
which we have them, as their canon of sacred Scripture, 
but rejected all the other parts of the Old Testament. 
That Torah of Moses they keep to this day in a highly 
revered and very ancient scroll. The second fact is the 
exalted regard in which the Books of Chronicles, written 
about 300 B. C., hold the Law of Moses, while they employ 
with the utmost freedom, and alter without hesitation, 
the prophetic books. 

But by the year 200 B. C. the eight Books of the 
Prophets—Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, Ezekiel and the Roll of the Twelve (meaning the 
twelve Minor Prophets, from Hosea to Malachi)—were 
accorded canonical recognition. The author of The Wis- 
dom of Jesus the Son of Sirach lived about that time. 
He refers to the Law and the Prophets as acknowledged 
Scripture in his time. This provides a satisfactory assur- 
ance of the inclusion of this second group in the canon. 

There still remained the miscellaneous books, more 
or less concerned with religion, but far less revered than 
those already mentioned. By the time the prophetic list 
was organized, no doubt a large portion of the abundant 
literature of previous generations had yielded to the vicis- 
situdes of time, and disappeared. The nation had passed 
through such tragedies as might well dissipate all but the 
most highly prized and carefully preserved of its literary 
treasures. Certain it is that a large part of the total body 
of Israel’s writings have perished. There were, however, 
at hand the great works of poetry like the Psalms, Prov- 
erbs, and Job, each the result of patient gleaning and 
revision; the Five Rolls comprising Canticles, Ruth, La- 
mentations, Ecclesiastes and Esther ; and two other works, 
the pseudonymous apocalypse of Daniel, and the priestly 
record of national events, Chronicles, with its continu- 
ations in Ezra-Nehemiah. 

Some of these books were quite late. In Jesus’ ref- 
erence to the sweep of events from the death of Abel to 
that of Zachariah he seems to imply the very late date 
of the Books of Chronicles in which the second of these 
incidents is recorded. Daniel was probably written about 
164 B. C., and the Book of Psalms may have received its 
final editing as late as 150 B. C. It is not unlikely that 


the Maccabean struggle created the desire to preserve as 
much as possible of the national literature from destruc- 





February 15, 1917 


tion. There are evidences that not all of the books in- 
cluded in the canon were admitted without debate, for 
Esther, Canticles and Ecclesiastes were held doubtful by 
some. The Greek translation of the Old Testament, made 
for use in Egypt, was begun about two hundred and fifty 
years before Christ, but not completed till long afterward, 
and certain portions of the material were supplied from 
other sources. So that the Septuagint, or LXX, as it is 
usually called, is not a sure index of the time at which 
the canon of the Old Testament was completed. 


THE CANON OF THE WRITINGS 


In the year 132 B. C. the grandson of Jesus ben 
Sirach, whose work has been mentioned, made a trans- 
lation of his ancestor’s Hebrew writing, into Greek. In 
a prologue prepared for this edition he mentions three 
times over “the Law, the Prophets, and the Other Books.” 
In this phrase there seems to be a reference to three groups 
of writings, although one cannot be sure that the last was 
a definitely fixed list. It is known that as late as the first 
century B. C. the schools of Shammai and Hillel, con- 
servative and progressive respectively, debated the ques- 
tion as to whether the Book of Ecclesiastes “defiled the 
hands” (i. €., was canonical). 

In the New Testament it is assumed that the three 
sections of the Old Testament canon were accepted and 
understood. The Master referred to the things written 
in the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms (i. e., the Writ- 
ings, whose first book was the Psalms) concerning him- 
self. In much the same manner Philo, the Jewish histor- 
ian, who lived in the first half of the first Christian 


A Soldier to Jesus 


The following lines were found on the dead 
body of a British soldier who had fallen on Gal- 
lipoli Peninsula. The poem appeared first in the 
Australasian Intercollegian: 


Who saw it out from first to last ; 
Patient and fearless, tender, true, 
Carpenter, vagabond, felon, Jew— 
Whose humorous eyes took in each phase 
Of full, rich life this world displays ; 
Yet evermore kept full in view 
The far-off goal it leads us to; 
Who, as your hour neared, did not fail— 
The world’s fate trembling in the scale— 
With your half-hearted band to dine, 
And speak across the bread and wine; 
Then went out firm to face the end, 
Alone, without a single friend ; 
Who felt as your last words confessed— 
Wrung from a proud, unflinching breast 
By hours of dull, ignoble pain, 
Your whole life’s fight was fought in vain; 
Would I could win and keep and feel 
That heart of love, that spirit of steel— 
I would not to Thy bosom fly 
To shirk off till the storms go by; 
If you are like the man you were, 
You'd turn in scorn from such a prayer, 
Unless from some poor workhouse crone, 
Too toilworn to do aught but moan. 
Flog me and spur me, set me straight 
At some vile job I fear and hate; 


J Wie” whose lot with us was cast, 
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century, referred in frequent quotations to the Old Testa- 
ment as a work well known and of fixed content; and the 
same is true of Josephus, who wrote early in the second 
century. By the time of the Jewish Council of Jamnia 
in 113 A. D., the canon of the Hebrew writings had passed 
beyond debate. In general, then, it may be said that the 
canon of the Law was fixed in the days of Ezra; that of 
the Prophets by 200 B. C., and that of at least the major 
portion of the Writings as early as 132 B. C. 

If it be asked what was the final criterion by which 
a book was judged, it may be responded with a fair degree 
of assurance that these books which were written in the 
Hebrew language were at last recognized as canonical. 
And if the work above referred to, the Wisdom of ben 
Sirach, seems to be an exception, it must be remembered 
that it only became current in its later Greek form, though 
in recent years portions of the Hebrew original have 
appeared. It is not easy to discover what other ground 
of decision there could have been that would admit books 
like Ecclesiastes and the Song of Songs and exclude the 
Wisdom of Solomon and ben Sirach. But by the time the 
final verdicts were reached, the Hebrew tongue was so 
far a thing of the past as to be classic, and for that reason 
sacred. 

It seems reasonable therefore to accept the view that 
in the last issue the canon of the Old Testament was deter- 
mined by the fact that certain works survived in the 
ancient language of the nation, and were therefore held 
to be sacred; and that the collection as we have it is the 
total surviving literature produced by the Hebrew people 
during the period when their speech was still current. 





Some sickening round of long endeavor, 
No light, no rest, no outlet ever; 

All at a pace that must not slack, 
Though heart would burst and sinews crack; 
Fog in one’s eyes, the brain aswim, 

A weight like lead in every limb 

And a raw pit that hurts like hell 
Where the light breath once rose and fell. 
Do you but keep me, hope or none, 
Cheery and stanch till all is done, 

And at the last gasp quick to lend 

One effort more to serve a friend. 

And when, for so I sometimes dream, * 
I’ve swum the dark, the silent stream— 
So cold it takes the breath away— 

That parts the dead world from the day. 
And see upon the farther strand 

The lazy, listless angels stand, 

And, with their frank and fearless eyes, 
The comrades whom I most did prize ; 
Then clear, unburdened, careless, cool, 
I'll saunter down from the grim pool 
And join my friends. Then you'll come by, 
The Captain of our company ; 

Call me out, look me up and down, 

And pass me through without a frown, 
With half a smile, but never a word; 
And so—I shall have met my Lord. 














On the Eve of Armageddon 


BY E. W. McDIARMID 
President of Hamilton College 


6é \N has walked by the 
M light of conflagrations and 
amidst the sound of falling 

cities, and now there is darkness and 
long watching until it be morning. 
lhe voice of the faithful can but ex- 
clam: As yet strikes the twelfth hour 
of the night. Birds of darkness are on 
the wing, specters arise, the dead walk, 


the living dream. Thou, Eternal 
Providence, will cause the day to 
dawn.” 

Thus spake Carlyle, greatest of 


modern prophets. 
It is indeed the twelfth hour of the 


night. Bestiality, brutality, fire, rapine, 
indiscriminate slaughter, massacres 
vithout end, children without bread 


hundreds of thousands 
death, millions in un- 
imely graves; all this and more 


constitute such a fearful condition that 


ul =omulk, 


starving to 





we can only join fervently in the 
prayer 
When wilt thou save thy people, Lord, 
() God of mercy, when! 
people, Lord, the people 
t crowns, nor thrones, but men.’ 
GOD STILL ACTIVI 
prayer has for its basis the 


I 


nviction that the Lord is still active 

) the affairs of the universe. He has 
ot abdicated his throne! Luther, in 
i time of mental anguish ,cried out, “O 
Thou dead!” <A great wave 
agnosticism has fol- 
lowed every war. It will come in the 
ike of this, the greatest of all wars. 
\s for the church, never before has 


(30 l. art 


if atheism and 


the church received such scathing 

riticism Hear a typical remon- 
trance 

an stop a few children trom play 

g cards or dancing, and make a few 

eople happy with psalm singing, 

hen any real thing comes that calls 

en to be beasts, the church is pow- 

ss as a little baby. She can deal with 


1 few inconsequential peccadilloes, but 
real sin like this 


lie it comes to any 
holesale murder, this orgy of passion, 
his reversion of men to devils, which 


ve are witnessing now, she might as well 
Does it not look as if the devil 
all stronger than God? 


ot be 


ere tter 


CARLYLE'S PRAYER URGED 

lt is lamentably true that the church 
nd its dignitaries seemed to have 
failed in every attempt to check this 
odern holocaust. The Pope has 
spoken, but to no avail; Cardinal Mer 
ier, the bravest soldier of righteous 
ness the war has developed, has plead 
for his people in vain; the primates of 
the church of England and the Protest- 
nt clergy of Germany alike have 
failed. But the Almighty, the Jehovah 
of battles, has not failed. We need to 
hear and to believe that mighty prayer 


“Then saith Jesus unto him, Put 
up again the sword into its place 
for all they that take the sword shal! 


perish with the sword.” 


of Carlyle, again and again. “Thou, 
Eternal Providence, will cause the Day 
to Dawn.” 

Read again the story of Nebuchad- 
nezzar. Walking in the royal palace 
at Babylon, he boasted: ‘Is not this 
great Babylon, which I have built for 
the royal dwelling place by the might 
of my power and for the glory of 
my majesty?’ Before the boast had 
left the King’s mouth, he heard his 
word of doom from heaven: ‘Thy 
kingdom is departed from thee; and 
thou shalt be driven from men; and 
thy dwelling shall be with the beasts 
of the field; thou shalt be made to eat 
grass like oxen; and seven times shall 
pass over thee; until thou know that 
the Most High ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever 


he will.” 


JEHOVAH AS WAR PATRON 


\nd God is still in the world, direct- 
ing, governing, ordering, over-ruling, 
and He will yet make the wrath of men 
to praise Him. Both the Allies and 
the Central Powers are claiming the 
favor and the patronage of Jehovah. 
Both are right, at least, in believing 
that the god of battles is watching over 
it all, and that through it all, He will 
have His will finally to be done among 
men. We of this democracy believe 
that Emerson’s word was right: 


God said, I am tired of kings, 
I suffer them no more; 

Up to mine ear, the morning brings 
The outrage of the poor 


HUMANITY TO TRIUMPH 


Out of this great conflict, there is 
to emerge triumphant that cause which 
is the cause of humanity, and out of it 
are to come as conquerors those— 

Who, rowing hard up stream, 
See distant gates of Eden gleam 
And do not deem it all a dream 

\nd just as surely as God intervened 
to drive Nebuchadnezzar from his 
kingdom, so the responsible author of 
the present war, the arch instigator of 
it all, will have to answer for his 
crimes. The German military clique 
will yet come to know that the “Most 
High is still ruling in the kingdom of 
men, and that he will give it to whom- 
soever he will.” Lying ambassadors 
and inconsistent secretaries will yet 


read a thunderous message, “I am 


Jehovah, that maketh all things, that 
frustrateth the signs of the liars and 
maketh diviners mad; that turneth 
wise men backward and maketh their 
knowledge foolish.” 


THE VOICES OF THE DEAD 


And now this government faces the 
most sombre moment in its history. 
For two years and more, in the strik- 
ing phrase of Carlyle, “Spectres have 
been arising, the dead are walking.” 
We shall not soon forget the voices of 
our dead. We shall never cease to tell 
how, when the Lusitania was sinking, 
Alfred G. Vanderbilt took off his life 
preserver and gave it to a woman in 
the hope of saving her life, and turning 
to his valet, in that awful hour, said: 
“Come and let us save the kiddies,” 
and turned aside to render service to 
children. Nor shall we forget Charles 
Frohman and his last word to us: 
“Why fear death? It is the most 
beautiful adventure in life.” 

The dead, our dead, will not be 
quiet in their graves. They come 
forth, they call to us, they have waited 
long for our response. 


SPECTRES IN ARMENIA AND BELGIUM 


Spectres are arising, the dead are 
walking, the living are in a dream in 
Armenia. What a fearful tale it is 
borne to us across the seas! Our 
Christian brethren, who have suffered 
in every one of the Christian ages, 
have come to a very Golgotha of tor- 
ment in this year of grace. God grant 
that Armenia’s dead may soon be con- 
tent to go back to their graves in peace 
and that Armenia’s living may soon 
awake as from a hideous dream. 

Spectres arise, the dead walk in 
Belgium. A happy, innocent land, a 
land of industrious men and women, 
singing at their work. Suddenly, the 
gray flood of a ruthlessly invading 
army sweeps over the devoted land; a 
reign of horror begins, frightfulness 
lifts its awful head, and an entire na- 
tion is plunged into the deepest sorrow 
and lamentation. 


PACIFICISM 


What is the duty of Christian na- 
tions facing a situation like this? We 
dare not say, “It is no concern of 
ours!” It is a shameful utterance, 
heard too often, “Let them fight it 
out!” 

The pacifist of a certain kind coun- 
sels soft words and pious platitudes. 
And we have had many very fine and 
true statements, eloquently put and 
faultlessly worded, that have accom- 
plished nothing at all. President Wil- 
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son has led in the great appeal to rea- 
son. He has said: 


The example of America must be a 
special example. The example of Amer- 
ica must be the example, not merely of 
peace because it will not fight, but of 
peace because peace is the healing and 
elevating influence of the world and 
strife is not. There is such a thing as 
a man being too proud to fight. There 
is such a thing as a nation being so right 
that it does not need to convince others 
by force that it is right. 


NATION BEHIND PRESIDENT 


We have supported the President in 
his wonderful manifestation of Chris- 
tian patience. Some have called him 
recreant. But now we are beginning 
to see that his remarkable restraint, his 
faithful effort to preserve the peace, 
have justified him all the more when 
now he is speaking a_ different 
language. And when he dismisses the 
German ambassador and plainly de- 
clares that war will follow the con- 
summation of the declared policy of 
Germany, he has behind him solidly 
a nation that will go to war, with the 
consciousness of fighting in the name 
of humanity and for civilization’s most 
precious ideals. And if the Lord could 
say to Cyrus, “Thou art my shepherd, 
whose hand I have holden,” or to 
\hab, “Thou shalt lead the battle,” 
may we not believe that Jehovah is 
now directing Woodrow Wilson as he 
is making decisions fraught with such 
tremendous consequences to all the na- 
tions of the world. 


WARNING TO AGGRESSOR 


“All that take the sword shall perish 
with the sword.” To the aggressor, 
to the man or nation quick to resort to 
force, the message is sternly, “Put up 








the sword.” And Americans will never 
tolerate a war of willful aggression. 
But there is another word in the text. 
It is directed to the bully, the ruffian, 
the swashbuckler among men or na- 
tions, the mad beast running amuck 
through the streets, or the armed ty- 
rant running amuck through civiliza- 
tion. It is this, “Having taken the 
sword, thou shalt perish with the 
sword.” 

And if two millions of men have 
taken the sword ruthlessly and violent- 
ly, then the only way in which the 
prophecy, the just judgment of the 
Lord upon them can be fulfilled, is for 
millions of men from other nations to 
rise up in righteous wrath to execute 
the condemnation of Heaven upon the 
offenders. It seems now to have come 
to that last necessity. 

If any man shall kill with the sword, 
with the sword must he be killed. 
Here is the patience and the faith of 
the saints. 


PATIENCE HAS HAD ITS WORK 


The world knows that we have been 
patient enough. There is the incident 
of the Gulflight, May 1, 1915; of the 
Lusitania, May 7, 1915; of the Ne- 
braska, May 25, 1915; of the Arabic, 
August 19, 1915; of the Hesperian, 
September 4, 1915; and passing by 
others, of the Sussex, March 24, 1916. 
The patience of the administration, its 
calm bearing under attack after attack 
will never be forgotten. 

But now patience has had its work, 
unhappily not perfect. Now it is the 
time for faith, the faith of our fathers, 
the faith and courage of Washington 
at Valley Forge, the faith that will 
lead us to sing as those who went be- 
fore us sang: 


The Call 


By Thomas Curtis Clark 


i days long gone God spake unto our sires: 
“Courage! Launch out! A new world build for me!’ 
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Mine eyes have seen the glory of the 
coming of the Lord, 
He is trampling out the vintage where 
the grapes of wrath are stored, 
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of 
his terrible, swift sword, 
His truth is marching on. 


He has sounded out the trumpet that 
never calls retreat, 
He is sifting out the souls of men be- 
neath his judgment seat, 
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be 
jubilant, my feet, 
Our God is marching on. 


CHRISTIAN WAR JUSTIFIED 


Is it right for a Christian to go to 
war? It is not right for any one else 
to go to war! And a Christian nation 
is the only nation that ought ever to 
go to war, and that only as it is forced 
to conceive itself as the instrumentalit, 
through which God’s will may be done 
Unless a nation goes to war in the 
spirit of Cromwell and his psalm-sing- 
ing soldiers or the spirit of Woodrow 
Wilson with his prayer that we may 
not be challenged to proceed further 
that nation dare not believe itself to 
be God’s under shepherd for the chas 
tisement of wayward sheep. 

The President has spoken. The na 
tion is arising in his support. If war 
comes, we shall believe that God has 
called us to battle, and that it is His 
will that we bear our part in the 
struggle. May it not be that following 
the example of America, all the other 
neutral nations of the world shall align 
themselves solidly with us, so that 
Germany, becoming a very Ishmael 
among the nations, may be brought to 
sound judgment again, and so that the 
German people may be saved. God 
grant that a way out may be found. 

sut if not, let us say as did the cru- 
saders of old, “It is the will of God!” 






, 


Then to the deep they set their ships, and sailed 
And came to land, and prayed that here might be 
A realm from pride and despotism free, i 


And win for me a world of righteousness! 


A place of peace, the home of liberty. 


Lo, in these days to all good men and true 
God speaks again: “Launch out upon the deep 
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Can we, free men, at such an hour still sleep? 
O God of Freedom, stir us in our night 


That we set forth, for justice, truth and right! 











“New Wars for Old” 


“The Most Christian Book that has Appeared in Ten Years” 
REVIEWED BY ELLIS B. BARNES 


vuthor of “New Wars for Old,” 

is a famous Unitarian preacher 
of New York City, a student of inter- 
national problems, and, needless to say, 
a scholar. He has written the most 
Christian book that has appeared in 
ten years, if we allow the New Testa- 
ment to be the judge. It is not a popu- 
lar book and never will be, because it 
raises by implication the daily ques- 
tion, Dare we be Christians? 

There may be some intellectual 
heresies in this book : | did not notice 
any as I was not looking for them, 
having been knocked down before | 
went very far by the startling contra- 
dictions between our daily ideals and 
the ideals which are presented to us 
by Christ. I never realized as keenly 

now that even the best of people 
can be as orthodox as John Calvin in 
belief and as unorthodox as an agnos- 
tic in conduct. If a good many honest 
souls who are troubled by discussions 
over orthodoxy and heresy would read 


J MIN HAYNES HOLMES, the 


this book, they might conclude that 
heresy is not simply a matter of the 
head here can be such a thing as 
honoring Christ with the lips and 
lenying him with the life. Read the 


book and see how far the world has 
drifted from the idealism of Christ. 


NON-RESISTANCE THE BASIC PRINCIPLI 


I should take the author to be a re- 
former of the New England type who 
ears not to bare his soul to the sun 
that his sincerity may be known of 
all men. He plants himself squarely 


on Christ's doctrine of non-resistance, 


fear] y accepting all its  conse- 
quences. Not many of us are willing 
to do that We prefer to accept the 


doctrine in a half-hearted way, to 
nile when smiled at, and to strike 
when struck at. We are willing to be 
pacifists in time of peace and warriors 
in time of war. We are willing to 
have our enemies to forgive us, but 
not quite so willing to forgive them 
We make mighty distinctions in our 
sermons betwen the eye for an eye 
regime and the law of love laid down 
by Christ, but in our conduct the dis- 
tinctions are not so apparent. We 
still hide behind time-honored words 
to justify the use of force, calling 
down fire from heaven, even as Elias 
did, burning up the world and our 
enemies with a great name as a torch. 


MOSES OR CHRIST? 


Mr. Holmes does not belong to that 
cliss. He takes literally the New 
lestament teaching of forgiveness 


even to seventy times seven. He is 
willing to defend himself when at- 
tacked as Christ defended himself. He 
is bold to declare that about all our 
present day troubles, internationally 
at least, grow out of our bondage to 
the law of Moses. Christ’s doctrine 
and Mr. Holmes’ interpretation of it 
may lead to endless embarrassments 
and complications, but he is willing to 
accept the harness with the horse. 
Mr. Holmes knows that war means 
the extermination of the human race, 
if logically carried out, and a nation 
had better lose much than lose its life. 

The good Monseigneur Bienvenu of 
“Les Miserables” is none too good for 
Dr. Holmes, not foolhardy or crazy 
because he left his door open at all 
times so that the passerby might cross 
his threshold and find a welcome. 
Where there was no fear there was 
no need of bolts or bars. One may 
cry “nonsense!” and pooh-hooh Dr. 
Holmes’ theories and interpretations 
of the New Testament, but it is much 
easier to do that than to answer his 
arguments. These, the reader will find 
set forth with much clearness. The 
position of the militarist is stated at 
length and the reasons for not accept- 
ing it are equal to a demonstration. 


CHANGING THE THOUGHTS OF MEN 


In spite of world-wars, all serious- 
minded citizens are protesting against 
them with every passing year by their 
abhorrence of force as seen in a hun- 
dred ways. The iron hand of the 
father is disappearing from the family 
discipline, the school teacher appeals 
to force with less frequency today 
than ever, the penal systems have been 
compelled to substitute humane prin- 
ciples for cruelty, the severities meted 
out to prisoners and criminals of 
many grades are continually being 
ameliorated ; we are even questioning 
the value of the death penalty. Every- 
thing is tending to preserve rather 
than to destroy life. As Dr. Holmes 
points out, the need of the hour is to 
chinge the thoughts of men from 
force to peaceful measures in the ad- 
justment of difficulties, and then 
human nature will change. The 
bellumists tell us that human nature 
cannot be changed. Change the 
thoughts of men and human nature 
will fall into line. 


BURNING UP PEACE PRINCIPLES 


It is interesting to know that the 
many ministers in our day who have 
been caught in the militaristic gale 
and driven before it like thistledown, 


those who burned up their peace prin- 
ciples with their peace sermons, and 
suffered their convictions that inter- 
national peace was in harmony with 
the will of Christ and that war was 
abhorrent to him, to be shattered be- 
cause fighting rulers had trampled 
them under foot, have a great com- 
rade in Ralph Waldo Emerson. His 
“Lecture on War” is the American 
classic on this theme. In this he car- 
ries his views to the point of non- 
resistance, yet he “repudiated his faith 
completely and finally under the im- 
pact of the closing years of the strug- 
gle against slavery.” I will say for 
the modern shepherds who have be- 
come as panicky as their sheep that 
they are not without illustrious leader- 
ship in the great Concord philosopher. 
In the early part of 1861, according 
to the biography of Mr. Cabot, Emer- 
son visited the Charlestown Navy 
Yard and, looking about at the cannon 
and shells, exclaimed to a friend, 
“Ah, sometimes gunpowder smells 
good.” 


THE TEST OF PRINCIPLES 


But theories or principles are not 
of any value unless they stand the 
test when the pressure is the severest. 
It is of no value for the drunkard to 
know that the total abstinence prin- 
ciples which snatched him as a brand 
from the burning, will all go to pieces 
the moment a bottle is thrust to his 
lips. Any man could be a temperance 
fanatic in a vacuum. It is folly to 
assure the gambler that his principles 
are proof against assault until you 
bring him face to face with conditions 
under which all the associations of 
life cry out for the gratification of 
the gambling passion. Any man can 
be an advocate of peace in serene and 
sunny days of a nation’s life, as many 
a man can be a Christian when all goes 
merry as a marriage bell, but the peace 
advocate must preserve his peace 
armor unpierced when the missiles are 
flying, when the soldiers are march- 
ing, when the music sets the corpuscles 
to dancing, when appeals of many 
kinds are made to manhood and pa- 
triotism, no matter how fallacious. 

He must be a peace patriot when 
fields are red with blood, never for- 
getting that his mission in the world 
as a follower of the Prince of Peace 
is to overcome evil with good. 

A perusal of this book will confirm 
every peace-maker in his belief, and 
cause every militarist to moderate his 
zeal. It will put fire in the lukewarm- 
ness of the peace advocate and ice in 
the fire of the bellumist. 





Mei Fang’s Creed 


Note: The following is a literal translation of a statement of faith written by a student in 
the Luchowfu Girls’ School of the Foreign Society, at the age of eighteen, two years after she 
had first heard the gospel. It was her own basis of teaching for her family. 


Gop 

I say that God is a Spirit, He was 
from the beginning, all Truth in all 
places and in all time is from Him. 
They ask if God has features of face 
as man. I say that He is without 
form; that He is everywhere ; that He 
is in my heart. If I think much of 
Him, He abides there. If I do that 
which is wrong, He departs far from 
me. All under Heaven is of His crea- 
tion and subject to His law. 


Jesus Curist 


Jesus was the Perfect Sage. In 
Him was no sin. His doctrine of 
Love was Divine, for He was the Son 
of God. He was born into the world 
to die upon the Cross to save me. 
When I think of His righteousness my 
heart is moved to cast out sin from 
my life, and virtue is born within me. 
But first, I must believe in Him, for 
He says that whosoever believeth on 
Him shall attain salvation. Thinking 
f His holiness my heart is moved to 


communion with God, and so shall I 
enter Heaven. 


Tue Devit 


All evil is from the evil one. He is 
the opponent of Truth. If I do not 
heed what is true he enters into me. 
He is death to my soul. He and the 
Spirit of God will not dwell together. 
God’s Holy Spirit is Light, the devil 
is Darkness ; if I enter into the Spirit’s 
place of Radiant Light, I come into 
eternal joy; if I abide in the devil's 
Darkness, I am in eternal sorrow. 
Thinking upon the Holiness of Christ, 
my heart is moved, and my spirit is 
forever in the Light of God and in 
eternal joy. As I believe in Jesus, and 
learn of Him He saves me from sin, 
and from the eternal darkness of 
Death. 


PRAYER 


Prayer enables one’s own heart to 
receive the Holy life of Jesus, and to 


gradually imitate it and become good. 
My prayer must be in accord with 
right principles, not my sinful desires, 
then will they be answered. It is bet- 
ter not to pray than to pray only with 
a selfish purpose. I must pray many 
times a day, that my heart shall be con- 
stantly learning of Jesus. 


BAPTISM 


In baptism the body is washed with 
clean water to symbolize the washing 
of the heart of all sin. Believers in 
Jesus should be baptized ; it helps them 
to be His Disciples ; it is His command. 
Baptism cannot take me to Heaven; 
I must obey all His other commands, 
then shall I become good and come into 
God. 

Love 


We are created by God; He loves 
us; we should seek His righteousness. 
Jesus was asked if we should forgive 
seven times and he said seventy times 
seven. If our hearts cannot forgive, 
God cannot forgive us. 


Recent Books of Value 


A History oF THE GREAT WaR.— 
Volume I. By A. Conan Doyle. It is 
a far reach from Sherlock Holmes, 
Detective, to Historian of the Great 
War, but it may be said that it will 
probably take all of the detective pow- 
ers of Sir Conan Doyle to find out 
just who was to blame for the present 
slaughter. This volume deals only 
with the events of 1914 in the British 
fighting-line in France and Belgium. 
From the beginning of the war the 
author has made a careful study of the 
various campaigns and has most of his 
information first hand. He has the 
literary genius to make his narrative 
attractive and interesting as well as 
authoritative. (Geo. H. Doran Com- 
pany, New York. $2.00 net.) 


THe ENLARGING CONCEPTION OF 
Gop.—By Herbert A. Youtz. Serious- 
minded people today who are giving 
thought to religious problems will wel- 
come this late contribution of Dr. 
Youtz. It is vigorous and vital, and 
carries its message straight to the 
heart. (The Macmillan Company, 
New York. 50 cents net.) 


Paut’s Doctrine oF REDEMPTION. 
—By Henry B. Carré. This study is 
an attempt to interpret the Apostle 
from the standpoint of his world phil- 
osophy. “Man’s salvation is a chapter 


of cosmical history, as it unfolded it- 
self to the dualism of Paul.” (Mac- 
millan & Co., New York. 50c net.) 


It’s Att in THE Day’s WorkK.—By 
Henry Churchill King. The question 
Dr. King here considers is, “In what 
spirit are we to take life and to face its 
vicissitudes?” It is a book written 
from a man’s point of view. (Mac- 
millan & Co., New York. 50c net.) 


LiveLinoop.—By Wilfrid W. Gib- 
son. This poet has become recognized 
as the leader of modern poets of labor. 
There is no sentiment in his work; 
only realism, but with the light of hu- 
man sympathy over it all. Mr. Gib- 
son won fame by his volume issued a 
few years ago, “Daily Bread.” (The 
Macmillan Company, New York. 
$1.25.) 


THe TwentietH Century Story 
OF THE Curist.—‘‘An interweaving of 
the four Gospels,” using the “Twen- 
tieth Century” translation into modern 
English. The harmony is arranged by 
Henry T. Seil, D. D. (Fleming H. 
Revell, New York. 50c net.) 


THe LAND oF THE PropHEets.—By 
Albert H. Heusser. The author of 
this book is a lecturer in the Depart- 
ment of Education of New York City 
and a member of the National Geo- 


graphic Society. This is still another 
interesting and instructive story of 
travel in that land of greatest attrac- 
tiveness to the serious-minded. The 
book contains a wealth of helpful illus- 
trations, most of them from photo- 
— (T. Y. Crowell Co., New 
fork. $1.50.) 

MopeRN MESSAGES FROM GREAT 
Hymns. By Robert E. Smith. This is 
not simply a series of stories of how 
the great hymns came to be written; 
the author goes further and elaborates 
the life messages they carry. Twelve 
hymns are considered, including, of 
course, “Jesus, Lover of My Soul,” 
“Nearer, My God, to Thee,” “Faith 
of Our Fathers,” and “Lead, Kindly 
Light.” There is an introductory 
note by Bishop Bashford. (The 
Abingdon Press, New York. $1.50.) 


A Country CHRONICLE. By Grant 
Showerman. This is not a “great 
book,” but it is a remarkable one. It 
is the story of a Wisconsin boyhood 
of a generation ago written in the lan- 
guage of a boy by a professor of 
Latin in a Wisconsin university. The 
illustrations are in perfect harmony 
with the story. If one wishes to 
shuffle off his adult matter-of-factness 
and sophistication, here is the where- 
by. (The Century Company, New 
York. $1.50 net.) 
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A DEPARTMENT OF INTERDENOMINATIONAL ACQUAINTANCE 


English Bishop 
Criticises Newspapers 

Che Bishop of Oxford has lately 
indulged in criticism of the British 
press for its failure to represent 
ublic sentiment in England accu 
rately at the time of the German 
, Bishop said: 


ie! ot peace The 
whatever 


‘The German proposal, 
lies behind it, 1s an occasion tor us 

make evident to all the world that 
always desired, and still 
vassionately desire, peace; that we 
nt to war, and are maintaining 
the war in the sacred cause of lib 


we have 


rty nd that as soon as German 

pore iveness has been publicly 

rebuked and discredited, and ade- 

urity has been taken for 

uropean liberty and for its matin 

nance in the future, there is noth 
lesire so much as peace.” 


Catholic Laymen Will 
Go Into Retreat 


(he Passionist Fathers will pro 
man Catholic laymen ofl 

ith the facilities of their 
stery at Norwood Park, and 


hese business men will use the 
eck-end for special devotions and 
he study) f religion at the hands 


naries of the church 
ihe project has the appro val of 
\rchbishe p Mundelein 


Slight Increase for 
Churches of America 


e expected spiritual reaction 
the war has not yet arrived in 
. for the leading denomina- 


had just about their 


isual Che Methodists had 
250,00 w members as their goal 


actually secured 100,000. In 
England there has been an actual 
oss in church members, perhaps 
partly due to deaths upon the field 


Robert E. Speer 
Visits Chicago 

Robert E Speer missionary 
secretary of the Presby 
foreign missions, 


and spoke 


terian board ot 


isited Chicago recently 


an 


in a number of Presbyterian 
church His society was seeking 


to raise $200,000 in this city on a 
million dollar fund authorized by 
the General Assembly for advance 
work and equipment in the foreign 
field. With him were a consider- 
ible company of missionary secre- 
taries and missionaries. The drive 
go met with success 


ik 


1 Che 
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Episcopalian Pension 
Fund Grows 


The Protestant Episcopal church 
has set out to raise a five-million-dol- 
lar pension fund by March Ist. They 
report that four millions of dollars are 
already pledged, but many of the 
pledges are not good unless the 
whole amount is raised. Bishop 
Lawrence has the campaign in hand 
and he has a high-pressure cam- 
paign ahead of him to reach the goal 
Within the stipulated time 


Methodists Make Study 
of City Missions 


Dr. M. P. Burns, secretary of the 
department of cities of the Board of 
Home Missions and Church Exten- 

sion of the Methodist Episcopal 

church, spent a week in Chicago re- 
cently. He made complete tours of 
the downtown and outlying sections 
under the direction of the Rev. John 
Thompson, L. F. W. Lesemann, and 
Joseph L. Walker. Several confer- 
ences were held on Chicago's prob- 
lems with Bishop Nicholson presid- 
ing at each conference. 


Armenian Relief 
Continues 


The situation in Armenia con- 
tinues to call for assistance, and it 

said that many refugees are starv- 
ing in the Caucasus. In one week 
venatly $225,000 was cabled for the 
relief fund. One of the gifts much 
appreciated was $10,000 from Nubar 
Pasha, the European representative 
of Kevork V. Catholicos, Supreme 
ruler of the Armenian church. This 
makes a total of $30,000 given by 
Nubar Pasha during the war. He 
has his headquarters in Paris 


Sunday School Leader 
Passes Away 


Dr. George W. Bailey was one 
of the great Sunday School leaders 
of the world, having been a presi- 
dent of the World’s Sunday School 
Association. He died recently in 
the Battle Creek Sanitarium. At the 
time of his death he was chairman 
of the committee on the next con- 
vention to be held in Tokio. He 
originated the slogan, “A million 
nickels from a _ million Sunday 
School scholars for a million testa- 
ments for a million soldiers.” He 
was interested in securing a uni- 
form usage in repeating the Lord’s 
prayer throughout the English 
speaking world, and secured the ap- 
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pointment of a commission to work 
to this end. He will be long re- 
membered as a devoted evangelical 
who saw in the Sunday School an 
organization of deep significance to 
the Protestant movement in _ re- 
ligion. 


Federal Council Wants 
an Oriental Commission 


The Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America has 
been taking much interest in the 
oriental question and has a com- 
mission which undertakes to influ- 
ence American and Asiatic senti- 
ment in favor of peace. This com- 
mission recently asked the president 
and the Foreign Relations commit- 
tee of the Senate to appoint a gov- 
ernment commission which would 
confer with similar commissions of 
the Orient to arrange for the pro- 
tection of orientals in the United 
States 


Government Does Not Sanction 
Papal Decree on Marriage 

The famous papal “ne temere” 
decree with regard to marriage has 
recently had an interesting test. 
This decree declares that marriage 
other than at the hands of the priest 
of the Roman church is not valid. 
In the Panama Canal Zone a 
couple were married by an Episco- 
pal clergyman, and after the cere- 
mony another license was taken out 
and the couple were married by a 
priest. The second license was 
issued in the maiden name of the 
bride. The priest in making a re- 
turn on the license appended a state- 
ment of the Catholic position on 
marriage. The matter was brought 
to the attention of the Governor of 
the Canal Zone and he rebuked the 
Catholic priest for his aspersions 
on the Protestant ceremony and re- 
minded him that his position as a 
government chaplain made it in- 
cumbent on him to show more re- 
spect to the laws of the United 
States. 


Ministerial Relief 
of Presbyterians 


The boards of the Presbyterian 
church charged with the work of 
Ministerial relief have addressed an 
open letter to all the Presbyterian 
churches in the United States indi- 
cating that the increased cost of 
living should bring an increase of 
salary to the ministers. These 
boards state that their work is 
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made hard by the fact that so many 
ministers live on a wage that af- 
fords bare subsistence. The churches 
are urged to relieve the pastors from 
“temporal worries” and the need of 
pursuing “secular avocations.” 
Many Clergymen Win 
Fame as Novelists 
The ministers of America are fur- 
nishing their share of recruits to the 
literary profession. The Disciple 
writers, -Harold Bell Wright and 
Peter Clark Macfarlane, are well- 
known. Basil King, who scored a 
success in “The Way Home,” and 
who now has a _ story running 
serially in McClure’s magazine, is 
clergyman of the Protestant 
Episcopal church. He was at one 
time the rector of Christ Church, 
Cambridge. He _ recently 
lecture before the Woman’s I’ress 
\ssociation of Boston on “Novel- 
riting as a Profession.” The Ro- 
n Catholics take pride in the 
rk of the Rev. Hugh Benson. 


gave a 


President of China Dissatisfied 
With Confucianism 


The new President of China is 
re ported to be dissatisfied with Con- 
ucianism. He holds that it makes 

essentially aristocratic order of 
society. He says: “The principles 
freedom and equality inculcated 
the Christian religion are bound 

prevail in China. The young 
en and women in this land who 
have been taught these principles 
re to be depended upon. ‘They 
ake good, strong citizens of the 


republic.” 


Plan to 
Utilize Speakers 
The Church Federation of Chi 
is planning to utilize the latent 
t to be found in the churches of 
ty \ bureau of tmformation 
g established in which there 
ll be a list of the men of the city 
vi re available { service in Sun- 
y Evening Club work. Already 
large list has been gleaned of such 
lent. The churches are given free 
of the information which has 
heen gotten together 


Seventh Day Adventists 
Aggressive in Chicago 


lhe Seventh Day Adventists of 
Chicago have leased Willard Hall, 
in Woman’s Temple, once owned 
by the national organization of the 
W. C. T. U. In this hall the Ad- 

ntists propose to bring their mes 
sage to the more immediate atten- 
tion of the city. The sermon subject 
on the first Sunday dealt with 
prophecy, the topic being, “What 
the Bible About the Turk 


Says 
Leaving Europe.” 
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The Sunday School 


“But What Are These?” 


The Lesson in Today’s Life* 


BY JOHN 

“There is a lad here who has five 
crackers and two sardi but what 
are these among so ma How hu 
man? There you ; to 
do something in the | lon 
in the Church—but k r 
pre] , my 

miserable limita 

tions \\ t can 

Ido? ‘TitkRe 1s 

NOTILING MORI 

CHRIS LIKI 


PHAN MAKING A 
MAN BELIEVE IN 
HIMSELF! I am 
persuaded that 
the great reason 
why so many 
people drag ona 
colorless, nomi 
nal church-life 
is because no one inspires them to be- 
lieve that they are worthwhile, that 
they have something valuable to give. 

Jesus put Philip to the test. “How 
can we ever feed this big crowd?” he 
asked. Jesus knew all the time what 
could be done, but he wanted to de- 
velop faith in his disciple. “I declare | 
don't know,” Philip answered, “there 
are five thousand folks here, the big- 
gest crowd I ever saw at one of your 
meetings and our money bag is about 
empty. Why, it would take five-hun 
dred dollars to feed this crowd! Lord, 
[ give it up.” But there was another 
disciple standing near. He was think 
hile Philip was talking. Three 
times this man appears in the gospel 
narratives—and every time he brings 
someone to Jesus. He was a bringer. 
He delivered the goods. He brought 
things to pass. 
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\ndrew—God bless him. If it were 
not for the Andrews in our churches 
we would close the doors. There are 
some problems that cannot be worked 
out by plain mathematics. How can 
we build our new church? Philip can- 
not get the answer. “It’s not in the 
wood,” he says. How can we build up 
our Sunday School? Philip cannot 
make it out. But Andrew can. Ly- 
man Abbot says, “It isn’t what you can 
do, but what you and God, working 
together, can do.”” That is the formula 


*The above article is based on the In- 
ternational Uniform lesson for March 4, 
“Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand.” John 
6:1-21 
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without which the answer to your 
problem cannot be obtained. Let X 


equal God. Andrew plus a boy plus 
(;od equals success 

(here was a lad there Don't 
overlook that boy The boy ts over 
lo 1 about « rv place else Bob 
Burdette used to tell us how the boy 
was alwa eiven the poorest 1 nN 
the | ( - | re | 
scl tl rut re n 
| I { t ( 
ult for pious ¢ 

rable h its are all fo ! 
Is no place for the boy except a col 


webbed room in the tower that cannot 
be heated, or a musty room in the 
basement. Then you come to the 
morning service and the reporter 
writes: “NOT a lad there.” Jesus 
saw the lad. He used that boy. He 
made that boy believe that he was the 
most important thing on the map 
What a picture—Andrew bringing up 
that chap with his little lunch rolled 
up in a handkerchief—five thousand 


hungry folks waiting to be fed—Jesus 
smiling on that boy—taking his lunch 
and blessing it into a_ banquet!!! 


“There was a boy there’’—Jesus knew 
it. Jesus got along with boys. 
may flee from the church, but they 
ould like the real There 
something wrong with a_ boy-less 
church. The thing that is wrong ts 
that Jesus is not in that church 


Boys 


Jesus. 


*x* * 


“But what are these?’ Does it not 
show how Jesus can take the little we 
have and multiply it? <A greater 
miracle is being performed today. A 
man invests his little and Jesus multi- 
plies the power of his personality. 
Look at John Mott—one of the 
world’s greatest citizens—a few years 
ago a young man modestly giving his 
little to the Y. M. C. A. Look at 
Eliott Osgood, going out as a young 
doctor to China and God has given 
him the entire city of Chu Chow. Not 
only does God wonderfully multiply 
a man’s personal power, but He allows 
him to kindle other men. The seed 
becomes a tree. What would happen 
if, in a given church, each and every 
member would devote what power was 
possessed! Miracles would follow. 
Thousands would be converted. 
Throngs would attend Sunday School. 
“She hath done what she could’— 
more than all the rest put together. 
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Marvelous Growth 
of the Y. M. C. A. 


Che International Committee of 
the Young Men's Christian Associ- 
ition is asking for a total of $2,000,- 
000 for next 
year’s running 
expenses. The 
growth of the 
is oe & i 2 
one of the phe- 
nomenons ol 
our times. 
There were 
last year more 
than a million 
and a half 
young men in 
their Bible classes; double the num- 
ber of ten years ago. A round mil- 
lion were enrolled in physical cul- 
ture classes. It will thus be seen 
that the charge frequently heard to 
the effect that the Y. M. C. A. oper- 
ates more on the physical than on 
the spiritual plane is illy put. Nine 
million dollars were invested in 





buildings last year, and there is a 
total of $100,000,000 in buildings in 
North America alone, with an an- 
nual expenditure of $14,000,000. 


There are now 3,000 associations, 
vith new ones being added daily, 
ind it may be confidently predicted 
that the three-quarters of a million 
membership will soon reach a round 
million 

lhe marvelous success of the Y. 

C. A. is due to three facts. First, 
it ministers to the all-round life of 
young manhood, making religion 
practical in its service to body, mind 
ind soul; second, it uses social sery 
ice methods and works seven days 
per week, day and night; third, it 

lites all evangelistical forces 

One of the broadest fields of its 
modern development has been in 
foreign lands. A striking instance 
of success is the Shanghai associa- 

with its 1,500 adult and 1,200 

hoy members, and its budget of 
$100,000 a year, every penny of 
which is raised in the city of Shang- 
hai. Its foreign work is not done, 
however, altogether in foreign lands, 
for last year it reached down into 
the factories and the foreign quar- 
ters and instructed 130,000 men in 
knglish, American citizenship and 
evangelical Christianity 

Its most striking piece of work ts 
it present being done behind the 
battle lines and in the camps of war 
prisoners in all lands. Our country 
ave last year $800,000 to this work 
and opened 500 camps for soldiers 





Social Interpretations 
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and war prisoners in Europe, and 
England alone contributed $4,000,- 
000 to the Y. M. C. A. “huts” in 
France. More than $1,000,000 will 
be spent on this work the coming 
year, and the opportunities on 
purely evangelistic lines are without 
equal in our time. 
* * « 


Increasing Wages and a 
Decreasing Wage 

The Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor states that more than 1,000,- 
000 workers in this country have 
had their wages raised from 7 to 10 
per cent in the last two months. 
Perhaps 5,000,000 working men 
have been given a like raise since the 
cost of living began its rapid ascent, 
but there are 30,000,000 wage earn- 
ers in this country, and the cost of 
living has gone up fully 30 per cent. 
It will thus be seen that though the 
amount of the wage has increased 
about 10 per cent for a large num- 
ber of wage earners, the actual wage 
received, even by those who have 
been granted the increases is, meas- 
ured by its buying power, steadily 
decreasing, while of the millions 
who have received no increase we 
may well wonder how they are able 
to live at all 

* * * 


Japan's Start on 
Social Legislation 

Japan’s new factory laws, which 
prohibit the employing of children 
under 12 years for heavy work, and 
boys under 15 and all women from 
laboring more than 12 hours per 
day, have recently gone into force. 
To the modern humanitarian and 
social worker it leaves factory con- 
ditions in Japan in a semi-barbarous 
condition yet, for it neither prohibits 
child labor nor puts the working day 
on a really humane basis. The sig- 
nificant thing, however, is_ that 
Japan has made a start in the right 
direction. It will pay Western in- 
dustrial factors immensely to pro- 
mote that type of missionary work 
in the Orient which will seek to 
bring their social and industrial con- 
ditions in terms of working day 
and wage more nearly to the West- 
ern standard, for ultimately we 
must meet the competition of Jap- 
anese and Chinese factories with 
their cheap wage scale. Promoters 
of missions may well stand appalled 
before the inhuman conditions that 
must follow the introduction of a 
factory system in the Orient on the 
present meager wage and unlimited 


By ALVA W. TAYLOR 


working time prevalent in those 
countries ; and if we are not humane 
and Christian enough to be inter- 
ested in this viewpoint, then we 
should be interested from the more 
selfish fear of the competition be- 
tween cheap Oriental production 
and that more expensive Occidental 
production which is made _ neces- 
sary by our higher standards of liy- 
ing. 
* * * 

Church Dogma and 
Prohibition 

The strictly sacramentarian dogma 
held by one or two ecclesiasticisms 
stands impiously in the way of the 
“bone dry” prohibition laws now 
being considered in practically every 
prohibition state. In Arizona the 
Catholic archbishop protested to the 
extent of bringing the whole matter 
to the supreme court, where, fortu- 
nately, morals triumphed over his 
protest, but in Kansas the protest of 
this type of church (and they are 
not all Catholics by any means) 
have availed to bring an exception 
clause into the “bone dry” bills now 
before the legislature. Could there 
be a more exasperating type of ludi- 
crousness than that of a church be- 
ing the only institution in existence 
that prevents the application of ab- 
solute prohibition for the sake . of 
common morals? 

* a * 


Vote for State Control 
of Liquor Traffic 


The Church of England Temper- 
ance Society had an all-day debate 
not long ago over a proposition to 
stand for state control of the liquor 
traffic. The vote stood 50 to 29. 
Canon Horsley was the floor leader in 
favor and Canon Masterman was op- 
posed. This proposition means that 
the government would purchase the 
saloons and run them. 

ok * * 


Catholics May Lose 
State Aid 


Recent agitation in Chicago has 
resulted in a lawsuit to determine 
the legality of Cook county paying 
money into Roman Catholic institu- 
tions for the education of children 
committed to these _ institutions 
from the juvenile court. The de- 
cision in the lower court is against 
the church. If this decision stands 
on appeal, the church will lose a 
total income of $250,000 per year 
which has been derived from the 
tax-payers of Cook county. 
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First Church, Kansas City, 
Installs New Pastor 


Through a bitter storm a large con- 
eregation, representing all Kansas City 
Discipledom, foregathered at First 
church on Sunday afternoon, Feb. 4, to 
install the new pastor, J. E. Davis, re- 
cently pastor of Central church, Spo- 
kane, Wash. The various “charges” 
were given by Dr. George H. Combs, 
L. J. Marshall, W. F. Richardson (Mr. 
Davis’ predecessor), Dr. Burris A. Jen- 
kins and Rev. W. S. Abernathy of First 
Baptist church, who spoke on behalf of 
the Union Ministerial Alliance of Kan- 
sas City. Dr. Davis has now been with 
his new work three Sundays and has 
made a reassuring impression on his 
congregation and all who have come into 
ontact with him. 


Indiana Pastor Ministers 
to Railroad Men 


New fields of opportunity are continu- 
ally opening up-to the pastor who is 
alert. Huntington, Ind., is a _ railroad 
town, with many factories. E. W. Cole 
has ministered to First church, Hunting- 
ton, for nine years, and has a profound 
influence throughout the town and com- 
munity. He has recognized his oppor- 
tunity with the railroad men of the town 
and the railway management has not 
heen slow to appreciate what Mr. Cole 
is doing for the employes. Many noon- 
day meetings are held at the shops. Re- 
cently Mr. Cole gave a series of talks 
at these meetings on “The Crime of In- 
efficiency.” The officials of the railroad, 
as well as heads of some of the fac- 
tories, are continually sending to him 
men who imbibe freely, and the pastor 
frequently gives an hour’s time in con- 
ference with them, advising them as to 
the moral equipment necessary for their 
work. Many of them sign the pledge, 
and very often the officials of the rail- 
road require the men to bring a letter 
from Mr. Cole before they will accept 
them back to their work. 


Roy K. Roadruck to Promote 
Sunday Schools in the Northwest 


For three years Roy K. Roadruck has 
served the Kentucky Sunday schools as 
their associate state evangelist, and from 
the good words of countless Kentucky 
leaders he has become a most popular 
leader. So popular has he become that 
a larger field has called him. On Janu- 
ary 15 he resigned from the Kentucky 
work to accept the responsibility of sec- 
retary of the Northwest District, com- 
prising the states of Idaho, Montana, 
Washington and part of Oregon. Mr. 
Roadruck was trained for his task in the 
University of Michigan and the Ann 
Arbor Bible Chair. He succeeds F. E. 


Billington, who has done valuable work 
in the difficult Northwest District. 


Dedication of Howett Street 
Church, Peoria 


For many years the Howett Street 
congregation of Peoria, Ill., has been la- 
boring in a small frame mission build- 
ing. There is now a strong organization, 
representing an active membership of 
290, a Sunday school which cannot grow 
any larger for lack of room, and one of 
the most efficient women’s organizations 
in the state. The new building, which 
was dedicated on last Sunday by George 
L. Snively, has a total seating capacity 
of about 1,000, and has a beautiful audi- 
torium, a modern Sunday school plant, 
club rooms, dining rooms, etc. The 
plant represents an expenditure of nearly 
$35,000, but has an actual value of $45,- 


eaders’ Opinions | 
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000, for much money was saved on the 
building by the handling of subcontracts. 
F. Lewis Starbuck is the present min- 
ister, having come to the work a little 
over a year ago. He is evidently the 
right man for this task, as he has been 
quite successful in all branches of the 
work. 


C. M. Smail to Study 
in Columbia University 


C. M. Smail, who has resigned from 
the work at Beaver Falls, Pa., to assume 
the pastorate of the Borough Park 
church, Brooklyn, N. Y., announces that 
he plans to attend Columbia Univer- 
sity in a very short time. Mr. Sthail 
graduated from Yale in 1910, and since 
then has served as pastor at Greens- 
burg and Beaver Falls, Pa. For two 
years he has been president of the 
Beaver Falls Ministerial Association. 
During the three and one-half years of 
Mr. Smail’s ministry there 227 members 
were added to the congregation. Dur- 
ing this period $3,000 was paid off on an 
indebtedness on the church building. Mr. 
Smail is already entering upon his new 
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WHY WORRY OVER IT? 


Editor THe CuristiAN CENTURY: 

A few weeks ago there appeared in 
the Century an article from the pen of 
E. B. Barnes, in which he quoted a let- 
ter from an author of repute who had 
written a book on Christian Union. In 
his book, in which he gave credit to a 
number of denominations that had been 
advocating Christian union, no credit or 
even mention was made of the contribu- 
tion of the Disciples of Christ to that 
cause. 

Mr. Barnes is not the first of our 
brethren to wonder why the Disciples 
were ignored when Christian union had 
been our plea for more than a hundred 
years. Others have spoken and written 
in regard to the matter, but why should 
we worry? We know that when the 
union of all God’s people was first agi- 
tated and a movement set on foot for 
the accomplishment of that end, it was 
opposed by all the various denomina- 
tions and its advocacy ridiculed, but 
those who came out of the denomina- 
tions were not to be deterred and, in 
spite of the combined opposition of the 
denominations, continued the advocacy 
of union and continued to grow until 
they now number more than a million 
and a half of people. 

Christian union, which a _ hundred 
years ago was so unpopular, has become 
popular, and in probably every denomi- 
nation there are many now advocating 
it. Why should the Disciples of Christ 
not rejoice over the fact? Why should 


they ask credit for themselves in bring- 
ing about this result? Is it not enough 
for them to know that the work in 
which they have been so long engaged is 
about to be accomplished and the prayer 
of the Master answered that his follow- 
ers may all be one? Let us give God 
the glory and press on. Let us not be 
like the children mentioned by our Lord 
who said in sorrow to their companions: 
“We have piped unto you, but you did 
not dance.” Why not accept the situa- 
tion philosophically, and be not as the 
seventy who returned to the Master re- 
porting exultingly that even the demons 
were subject unto them, but let us, as the 
Master advised them, rejoice that our 
names are written in the Book of Life. 

It is not the way of the world to give 
credit to reformers even when they re- 
luctantly or otherwise adopt their views. 
For nearly fifty years the Prohibition 
party has been in existence. It has la- 
bored in season and out of season in the 
advocacy of prohibition. That cause is 
now popular. Its advocates are found in 
the various political parties, but do they 
give credit to the Prohibition party for 
their change in views? Not at all. Yet 
had it not been for.the work of the Pro- 
hibition party can anyone believe the 
great cause would be so near accom- 
plishment? 

And so it is with the Disciples of 
Christ. They have consistently advo- 
cated the cause of Christian union for 
many years. It seems as if the end is 
near. Let us rejoice over the fact and 
give God the praise. 

S. J. Clarke 
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Neglect to read John R. Ewers this week on ‘‘ But Where Are These?” Mr. 
Ewers is writing the most pungent, practical and modern treatment of the Inter- 


national Uniform Sunday School lessons being published anywhere today. There 
is no doubt about it. Your adult and young people’s class members should have The Christian 


It will mark the beginning 











Century and this very unusual weekly article by Mr. Ewers. 
of a new epoch in the class. Write for best terms—Office Manager. 




















Brooklyn work Ihe Beaver Falls con- 
gregation gave a reception for the retir- 
ng pastor and his wife and presented 
vith tokens of their regard 


Oklahoma Pastor Fights Vice 
of City, Then Resigns 


C. Burkhardt, pastor at Muskogee 
kl First church, after a sensational 
mm denouncing some members of 

il congregation as r.smblers 
kar d adulterers.” tendered his 
signation to the board, according to a 
t comnu i n Oklahoma City 


New Jersey Pastor Preaches 
on “Protestors” 


M i . Va Ls \venue 

rel Last Orange N has been 

‘ eries of sermons under the 

il thet feyond Protestantism.” 

follo ne ere the several themes 

ed ] ! ol \rc The Protest 

I's Leadership Francis of As 

The Protest for Servic Marti 

rl Protest for Righteousness 

alwis r} Protest for Trutl 

3] The Protest for Evangel 

Ralph Waldo Emersot The Pro 

loleran Mary Baker (y 

| l’rotest for Healing Alex 

Campbell | Protest for Unity 
Lawrence, Kan., Church Has 

‘Financing Association” 
year ; there was 


First church, Lawrence, Kan 
is the First Christian 
linancing Association, the pur 


ot hit to raise money to liqui- 
the church building en- 

the raising of funds for 

Much of the indebted 

been cancelled, and in 

s hoped the church may 

e of debt Arthur K 

lent of the organization 

it ! il meeting a fe 


Men's Class Establishes 
Employment Bureau 
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Missionary Education for 
Christian Endeavorers 


year a large nu ber of Chris 
ndeavor societies use the En 
r Day program furnished by the 
re n Society, on other dates in Feb- 
Sometimes they have 
her plans for Endeavor Day, yet do 
vant to miss the educational value 
ese splendid programs The one 

| e Lines Across the Sea,” 

xcept lly fine The supplies are 

I offering will 

tal r the orphanage work at 
nadia Write S. J. Corey. Box 


B. G. Reavis as 
Evangelist 


\ L Col vho is now serving the 


Id Mi writes that 
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an evangelistic series has just closed 
there, led in the preaching by B. G 
Reavis and in the singing by R. W. Pol- 
lock. Speaking of Mr. Reavis, Mr. Cole 
says he is “unconventional, lovable, sym- 
pathetic and severe. He knows nothing 
of the sectarian vocabulary. The scrip- 
tures are interpreted in terms of today’s 
life.” Mr. Pollock is praised also as a 
and personal worker 
church dur- 


chorus leader 
I'wenty adults came into the 
ing the meetings 


Graham Frank Addresses 
Kansas City Disciples 


The annual banquet of the joint board 
of the Disciple churches of Greater Kan- 
sas City will be held on February 16, at 
the Independence Boulevard church 
Graham Frank, of Liberty, Mo., will 
make the address of the evening. The 
joint board is made up of the pastors, 
elders and deacons of all the Kansas 


City churches The annual banquet is 
attended by these officers and pastors 
and their wives There is usually an 
attendance of about 500 ; 


Danville, Ill., Pastor Discusses 
Religious Press 


B. Hi. Bruner, pastor at Third church, 
Danville, IIL, read a paper a few days 
go before the Danville Ministerial As- 
sociation on “The Relig rious Press.” Mr 


Bruner stated that ‘The future of the 
cligious press in America rests with the 
h hes themselves Leaders of the 
hurch should urge their friends to take 

e interest in religious magazines 
Phe religious press should and would 
be one of the greatest forces for charac- 
ter building in America if the church 
people would do by them as the general 
public does in supporting the newspa- 
pers, who print the news of the world as 

happens from day to day.” 
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Colorado Pastor Leads in a 
Better City Campaign 


Interest attendant upon similar serv- 
ices recently conducted at First church, 
Loveland, Colo., has led Pastor J. E. 
Lynn to arrange a second symposium of 
ten-minute talks for Sunday evenings 
by prominent citizens on the general 
theme, “A Better Loveland.” Topics 
considered are “Better Streets,” “Bet- 
ter Lights,” “Better Looking,” “Better 
Health,” “Better Public Spirit,” all given 
by men who know. Mr. Lynn is giving 
also on the same evenings a series of 
sermons on “A Better Church,” consid- 
ering the following sub-topics: “The 
Church with a Social Message,” “The 
Church a Community Force,” “The 
Church Conscious of the Weakness of 
Denominational Divisions,” “The Church 
Pr aying for the Union of God’s People,” 

“The Church with a World Conscious- 
ne — 

xk * * 

\. L. Huff, of Benton, IIL, recently 
visited Charleston, IIL, with a view to 
considering the pastorate there, recently 
made vacant by the resignation of J 
McD. Horne 


-Frank B. Ward, of Pomona, Cal. 
has is been chosen director of religious ed- 
ucation at Union Avenue church, St 
Louis, Mo. 


J. N. McConnell, of the McMinn- 
ville, Ore., church, who lay unconscious 
for three weeks with paralysis, is re- 
ported better, with hope for recovery 


John A. Tate has been formally in- 
stalled as pastor at South Side church, 
Richmond, Va. George W. Kemper, 
pastor at Hanover Avenue and president 
of the Richmond Ministerial Union, pre- 
sided over the installation services, which 
were held on January 28. Mr. Tate suc- 
ceeded F. W. Long, who is now at Clif- 
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ton Forge, Va. Mr. Tate is a Bethany 
man. 

. B. Barnes, of First church, Rich- 
mond, I Ky. preached on January 28 upon 
the topics, ‘Religion and Money” and 
Religion and Marriage.” 


Rock, Ark., a school of methods, in 
which the workers are the secretaries of 
the national organization and also Clif- 
ford S. Weaver and S. W. Hutton, of 
Texas. The school is in session at First 
church, to which B. F. Cato ministers. 
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nace in the new building, putting on the 
roof and donating sheet metal for the 
work. 

—Wm. Ross Lloyd visited the church 
at Russellville, Ky., last Sunday, with a 
view to considering the work there. 


—Frank Lowe, Jr., field secretary of 
church, Berkeley, Cal., will have charge the national Christian Endeavor organ- 
of the evening services there until a ization, was the principal speaker at a 

‘astor is found to succeed H. J three-day conference on evangelism held 
me flag ‘ “* in St. Louis under the auspices of the 


Christian Endeavor local union. 
NEW YOR 


—N. S. Haynes, pioneer Illinois Dis- 
ciple leader, is reported as having re- 

—First church, Wellington, Kan., held 
a special Lincoln service on last Sun- 


covered from the cerebral congestion of 
the blood vessels which laid him low 
few weeks ago, but he is now idivcien 

day morning, with the local G. A. R. and 

Woman's Relief Corps organizations 

present in a body. H. W. Hunter, the 


from neuritis and is in pain much of 
pastor, preached a special sermon. 


the time. 

—Roy E. Deadman reports that one- 
fifth of the receipts of the church at 
Auburn, Neb., last year were contributed 
to missions. The missionary offerings 
amounted to $800. Mr. Deadman re- 
cently dedicated a church at Guide Rock, 
Neb 

—W. C. Macdougall, of the Wauke- 
gan, Ill., church, reports fourteen acces- 
sions to the membership there since last 
report. 


—The Eureka College glee club has 
just completed a short tour, visiting the 
following places: Magnolia, Gridley, 
Fairbury, Watseka and Chicago. 


—W. T. Brooks and Frank McDonald 
are holding a remarkably successful 
meeting at First church, Vincennes, Ind., 
where E. F. Daugherty ministers. 


—-The church news committee of the 
Waukegan, Ill, church reports that the 
leadership of W. C. Macdougall there is 
very fruitful of results. One of the best 
of these results is “a new spirit through- 
out the entire congregation.” A $1,000 
church mortgage was recently burned, 
over $2,500 was raised for various pur- 
poses, and many improvements on the 
building and equipment are being made. 
The congregation is noticeably taking 
a larger part in the work of the com- 
munity. 


The Christian Endeavorers of First 





A Church Home for You. 
Write Dr. Finis Idleman, 
142 West Sist St., N. Y. 











—The young men of the Y. M. C. A. 
Bible class of First church, Lincoln, 
Neb., will have charge of the evening 
service at First church on February 21. 


—Lawrence Dry, assistant pastor at 
First church, Lincoln, Neb., was the 
speaker at a union Christian Endeavor 
service at Crete, Neb., during Christian 
Endeavor week, early this month. Mr. 
Dry also had charge on Christian En- 
deavor day at First church, Lincoln. 
This was made a day of decision for 
the young people of the church. 
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—There are now ninety-five tithers in 
the Marshall, Tex., church, to which G. 
—L. E. Brown, of Connersville, Ind F. Bradford ministers. This is about 31 
church, has been holding a series of 


per cent of the entire membership. 
meetings at Englewood, Indianapolis, as- me oe a ch se 
; - - —The exas Sc } ods ll 
isting E. E. Moorman, pastor. The Texas School of Methods wi 


be held at Central church, Waco, Tex., 
—W. E. Sweeney, of First church, Ev- 


February 19-23. N. Calvin leads in 
ansville, Ind., has received a call to Bir- the work at Central. 
mingham, Ala., but at last report had 
made no decision as to a change of field. 


—J. H. O. Smith, of Metropolitan 
church, Chicago, spoke at the Central 
Y. M. C. A, of the city on last Sunday 
afternon, discussing the topic, “Christ’s 
Way of Winning Men.” 


Ralston, Okla., has just 
dedicated what is said to be the finest 
church building in the county. It is 
of native sandstone. Lots have also been 
uurchased for a parsonage. 

Liberty, Mo., 
had as guests E. E. 
Morrison. 

-C. F 
ollege, 
School of Religion, 

the state Bible 
ency of Georgia. 
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rs. Question 
— Public fully covered by model, 
out A Pocket size, 1 pages 
Ap Abe cn Morocce z taken, Agente 
Wanted. GEO. W. Bail Chicago, ti. 





—Ernest C. Mobley, of Amarillo, Tex., 
gave an address at a men’s banquet at —, 
First church, Quanah, Tex., speaking on ; -PRO: or the wove year. Raut 


. . . , Ri 
the topic, “Man’s Part in the Master's f en Lecoons ond ELPS and | viritual iix- 
Plans.” sow t ot i in ie Large i for i, po 
e . : wee, Peopie’s 
—O. Jordan, of Evanston church, Pies % sic, Bea Cl Cie, 280, Meg. 382, inter!. 1 for Notes 
pt * Gitibeck iisonon BusbINe cucASG. mL 


Chicago, gave his lecture, “The Soul of 
IBOOK OF POINTS 
AND TES 


a Boy,” before the Twentieth Century 

Club of Evanston on February 5, and 

received prominent notice of his talk in TIMONIES for use of Chris 

the town’s leading newspaper. Mr. Jor-  Anewering Otsecista 
dan will also give this lecture before a 

number of parents’ associations of the etc. Full of practical s 
public schools. He lectured on Thurs- bet "Don'ts for Work when dealing with ime 
day night of last week in his former = EO. W. NOBLE,Monon Bullding,Chicago,tl, 
parish, Rockford, Ill, speaking at a 
men’s banquet on the theme, “Men and 
Religion.” 





~First church, 


congregation recently 
Violett and C. C 








Pickett, a graduate of Bethany 
and more recently of the Yale 
has been appointed 


; ; —Howett Street church, Peoria, boasts 
school superintend- 


1 “Thousand Dollar Team” of men which 
saved the church there over a thousand 
dollars by themselves installing the fur- 
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week is being held in Little 





Factory Rebuilt Like New $52.50 


The word “rebuilt” has been abused and misused until it has become a meaningless trade term 


When we rebuild a Fox T. iter, we take it all to pieces, re-nickel the 


nickel parts, pores the ¢ and replace all worn with new ones. 
Tho came en che eolsuadiy bath the Typouvher do le rebuilding and do the work just as good. 


40% NEW PARTS AND THREE YEARS’ GUARANTEE 
We om pe rebuilt For py Bg Model No. 24 ~ just like ~ $52.50. These have 


1014 inches wide, any any kind of type, 

yf vee fe two-color ribbons, « lete with i books 

and cleaning outfits, and are guaranteed for three yeara the same as new ones, and to have not 

ee en Sa 
amount you can spare, from $1 rec cr coun pep wonepartenien.  SULOB 
$5000 5 per cent discount for all cash. Purchaser must pay 
or more is cent with order, we will include FREE a Fox Solid Oak Typewriter Table 

Please order direct from this offer and inclese any ameunt yeu can spare—and BE 

AND MENTION THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY FOR FEBRUARY. 


FOX TYPEWRITER CO., 1101-1151 Front Ave., GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
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It Is Proposed 
To add $50,000 to the gifts for the work of the Fore 
This is to be a self-denial offering 
Missions 
This is absolutely necessary if the work of our missionaries is to be advanced. 
The Plan 
To have each person interested in Foreign Missions give at least one day’s income or 
wage in addition to all regular missionary giving 
The Reasons 
1 The work of the Foreign Society has grown far beyond the regular income. 
2. The missionaries in all fields have asked for $50,000 additional for greatly needed 
things. These most necessary requests cannot be granted from the regular income. 
When our workers have created the wonderful opportunities to advance, can we 
say to them, “no, dollars and cents are in the way?" 
How Done 
| People will be enlisted for this self-denial offering of A Day’s Income by personal 
announcement, appeal by pastors and leaders and through printed appeals 
Bac personal gift will be applied on the offering for Foreign Missions of the 
church to which the donor belongs 
Li - gifts should be thank offerings in addition to the regular offerings of the 
people 
The Missionaries are holding the trenches. 
Who can withhold a Day's Wage from these representatives at the front? 
Add your day’s wage to the Foreign Offering of your church. 
Remember the offering for Foreign Missions March 4th. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
New Plan for Illinois Work 
{The State Board of the Illinois Chris- 
Missionary Society met at the office 
Bloomington Feb. 6 A number of ve district 
ns of special interest were discussed, 
hief among them was the new plan the Chicago Christian 
te and district work. This matter 
vital concern to the 100,000 
ples of Illinois that we feel it 
d have the place of a news letter in 
We invite the frankest dis- 
und the most earnest coopera- 
the part of the brethren We 
ike no argument in favor of the plan, 
it are content merely to state it It 
resents tl best we can do in an el- 
to put our state work on a better 
H. H. P.] 
A Plan of State and District Work in achieving greater usefulness. 
\t a meeting of the state board held 
he state convention last year in 
re i 4 pec al committee was ap- 
consider a new plan of state 
strict worl That committee con- 
! the following brethren Dis responsible to the 
t retaric . % French, Adam K Illinois - Christian 
| &. 4 Carpenter; S. H ‘ 
Zendt, chairman of the state board; Wal- 
Ss Rounds, secretary of the state 
i State Secretary H. H. Peters 
The special committee met in Bloom- 
ton Sept. 28, 1916, and drew up a 
rogram of procedure. This was ap- only for funds thus received. 
| by the state board at its regular 
neeting Nov. 8 1916, and is herewith ing Bible School, 


? 


mitted to the brotherhood in Illinois 


1. In order to a more systematic and 
ffective prosecution of the missionary 
vork of the state a new district method 
organization is proposed. The pres- 
t district groupings shall be aban- 
loned, and the present district organiza- 
on shall cease to be, upon the adoption 

the new method of organization. The 


tate shall be divided into five districts, 


clusive of Chicago, which shall be a 
listrict of itself. This latter district shall 
luct its missionary work independ- 
ly of the state board, though in all 
tters of fellowship it shall be consid- 
red an integral part of the Illinois 
ristian Missionary Society 


® Each of these five districts shall 
old an annual 


convention, at which 


there shall be elected a president, vice- 
president and secretary-treasurer. The 
secretary-treasurers thus 
elected, together with the secretary of 
i Missionary So- 
ciety, shall be, by virtue of their office, 
members of the state board of the IIli- 
nois Christian Missionary Society. 

\ district evangelist shall be ap- 
pointed to serve in each of the five dis- 
tricts of the state. The work of the 
district evangelists shall be to aid weak 
churches, to restore dead churches, to 
organize new churches, to bring together 
groups of churches for ministerial sup- 
port, to enlist churches for missionary 
giving and in general to aid the churches 


t+. These district evangelists, together 
with all paid workers in state or district 
work, including all Bible School, Chris- 
tian Endeavor and similar church activ- 
ities, shall be appointed by and shall be 
state board of the 


Missionary Society 


». All money raised for state and dis- 
trict work, including Bible School, Chris- 
tian Endeavor and all similar state and 
district activities, shall pass through the 
state treasury and credit shall be given 
All work- 
ers in state and district work, includ- 
Christian Endeavor 
and all similar state and district activi- 
ties shall be paid from the state treas- 
ury. The districts shall not maintain 
separate treasuries. The expense for 
district conventions and similar purposes 
shall be paid from the state treasury, and 
money raised for district conventions and 
similar purposes shall be sent to the 
state treasury. 

6. The matter of living links shall be 
left with the state secretary and a spe- 
cial effort shall be made to secure living 
link connections for mission churches as 
they are established. In this manner it 
is the hope that we may perpetuate the 
work we thus establish. 

7. The grouping of counties into dis- 
tricts shall be as follows: 


Southern—Alexander, Pulaski, Massac, 





Hardin, Pope, Johnson, Union, Gallatin, 
Williamson, Jackson, White, 
Franklin, Perry, Randolph, 
Wabash, Edwards, Wayne, Jefferson, 
Washington, St. Clair, Monroe, Law- 
rence, Richland, Clay, Marion, Clinton, 
Madison. 

East Central—Crawford, Jasper, Ef- 
fingham, Fayette, Bond, Clark, Cumber- 
land, Shelby, Christian, Montgomery, 
Edgar, Coles, Douglas, Piatt, Moultrie, 
DeWitt, Macon. 

West Central—Macoupin, Jersey, Cal- 
houn, Greene, Sangamon, Morgan, Scott, 
Pike, Logan, Menard, Cass, Brown, 
Schuyler, Adams, Mason, Tazewell, Ful- 
ton, McDonough, Hancock. 

Northeastern—Varmilion, 
McLean, Livingston, Ford, Iroquois, 
Kankakee, Grundy, La Salle, Kendall, 
Will, DuPage, Kane, Lake, DeKalb, Mc- 
Henry, Boone. 

Northwestern — Woodford, Peoria, 
Knox, Warren, Henderson, Stark, Mar- 
shall, Mercer, Putnam, Bureau, Henry, 
Rock Island, Lee, Whiteside, Ogle, Car- 
roll, Winnebago, Stephenson, Jo Daviess. 

Chicago—The territory covered by the 
Chicago Christian Missionary Society. 


Saline, 
Hamilton, 


Champaign, 


8. In making the transition from the 
present method of organization to the 
new the following method of procedure 
shall be followed: 

1. The state secretary shall present 
the new plan of organization to each 
district convention in the spring of 1917 
for ratification. Upon ratification the 
various districts shall vote to dissolve 
their organizations on Sept. 30, 1917. 

2. The state secretary shall then pre- 
sent the new plan of organization to the 
state convention in September, 1917, for 
ratification. 

3. Upon ratification the new method 
of organization shall become operative 
Oct. 1, 1917. 

4. The state board shall then, at the 
close of the state convention in 1917, and 
before Oct. 1, 1917, appoint district of- 
ficers, namely, a president, vice-president 
and secretary-treasurer, for each of the 
five districts in the state, to serve until 
the district conventions meet in 1918, 
when the districts shall choose their own 
officers. H. H. Peters, 

State Secretary. 
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Here is the only book that tells the story of the 
Disciples movement from first-hand observation. 
Dr. W. T. Moore is the only man now living who 
could perform this task, and Dr. Moore has told his 
story in his 


‘Comprehensive History 
of [he Disciplesof Christ” 


You cannot afford to let this opportunity slip to se- 
cure this book for your library at practically half price! 


This is a sumptuous volume of 700 pages, beauti- 
fully printed and bound. The pictures themselves 
are more than worth the price of the book. Here 
is a real portrait gallery of the men who have made 
the Disciples movement, from the earliest days to 
the present living minute. 


Here is the Extraordinary Proposition 
We are Making on the Few Copies 
of the Book Now Remaining 











Send us only $2.50 and we will mail you, post- 
paid, a copy of the $4.00 Cloth Edition. If you 
wish the half morocco (originally sold at $5.00) 





send us $3.50. The full 


This Book Takes | ™orocco (originally sell- 
ing at $6.00) will be 
Its Place Among sent you for $4.00. 


the Historical 

Treasures of the | Disciples Publication 

Disciples Society, 700 E.40thSt., 
Chicago, Ill. 






































SUBSCRIBERS ARE REMINDED 


that 


Renewal Orders and New Subscriptions 


to 


The Christian Century 




















TWO DOLLARS 





will be accepted until March 1, 1917, at the present rate 


Present subscribers may secure a continuance of this 
rate for one full year following the expiration of 
the existing subscription, no matter what the date of 
expiration may be, by sending us the renewal order 
with remittance of Two Dollars any time prior to 
March 1, 1917. 


[If a subscriber will send us one new subscription with the renewal 
order, we will accept both the renewal and the new subscription at 
the special price of Three Dollars, and we will send The Christian 
Century to each address for one full year following the receipt of 
the remittance. 

Subscriptions that are already paid up to a date subsequent to 
March 1, 1917, will of course be continued to the end of the period 
paid for. Until they expire they are in no way affected. 


Yearly Subscriptions, whether new or renewals, received 
by us after March 1 next, will, as already announced, be 
at the rate of Two Dollars and Fifty Cents. The rate to 
ministers will remain unchanged—Two Dollars a Year. 
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